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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
After 31+ years of publishing this thoughtletter, we’re passing the baton. This 
is our final issue of the Proclamation. But we’re not going away! Not yet. In 
2023 we’ll be continuing our work in Christian apologetics while transition- 
ing toward 2024 when Anchor New England will carry on in a similar vein. 
Details on all of this are available at AIIAInstitute.org — click the correspond- 
ing slide. Meanwhile, visit anchornewengland.org.  And if you’re not already 

subscribed to our blog, do so now to be notified every time we post — one 

more way to stay in touch with us on into 2023! Thanks so much for reading 
along with us all these years. Our purpose has always been to clear away in- 
tellectual obstacles to faith in Christ. But once the way is clear there remains a 
vital need to repent (Acts 2:37-39), to receive (John 1:12), and to follow Jesus 
as Lord (Romans 10:9-10). If you take those steps for the first time, let us know!

NOTE!	In	2023	updates	will	be	mailed	only	to	those	who’ve	supported	AIIA	
in	any	amount	since	January,	2020	—	and	to	others	who	ask	to	receive	them.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“I must say, that having for many years made the evi-
dences of Christianity the subject of close study, the
result has been a firm and increasing conviction of
the authenticity and plenary inspiration of the Bible. 
It is indeed the word of God.”  — Simon Greenleaf  
(12/5/1783 – 10/6/1853), American lawyer, jurist, and
author. Greenleaf practiced law in Maine, becoming, quite possibly, the fore- 
most legal figure in the state at the time. At age 50, Simon Greenleaf became 
Royal Professor of Law at Harvard University's Law School. A Chief Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court once referred to Greenleaf as "the greatest authority 
on legal evidence that ever lived." In 1846 he published "The Testimony of 
the Evangelists Examined by the Rules of Evidence Administered in Courts of 
Justice" and concluded that in any unbiased courtroom in the world, if such 
evidence were presented, it would be judged to be absolute historical fact.

How Would You Respond to This Objection?
 If you are a Christian we’d encourage you to write out your best response to the 
following objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. 

I’m just not interested in religion. Religion makes me nervous. Even if I was 
convinced by all of the arguments that you’ve made for 31+ years in this 
paper, I would not become a Christian. It’s just not for me.
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine.
! November 5, 2022 | Isn’t the Doctrine of the Trinity illogical? D. Witmer lecturing on this age-old question.

! December 3, 2022 | Understanding World Religions  Zondervan. DVD.  Professor and author Irving Hexham.

◼ ︎ WHY NOT SUPPORT THE AIIA INSTITUTE by shopping on AmazonSmile.com this 
holiday season? Choose AIIA Institute as your designated charity. Enjoy the same prices 
as usual when you shop. It’s quite simple. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of all of 
your eligible purchases to AIIA as a non-profit charitable organization. You’ll help us. 
We’ll appreciate it. Everybody will be smiling.

Here’s Our Response to the Objection in this Issue
Well, thanks for your candor and willingness to talk. May I ask you a few questions? 1. Would you describe for 
me this “religion” that makes you nervous? It may be that what you understand Christianity to be would make 
me nervous, too — if it’s not true Christianity. 2. And exactly what do you mean by “nervous?” Do you mean 
that religion annoys you? If so, why? Have you had such a bad experience with Jesus that you would now delib- 
erately dismiss even all solid evidence on the matter? What if, upon death, your destiny really does turn out to be 
irrevocably hellish, forever, without end, as Jesus claimed it will be? And are you aware that your personal views 
will not change the truth about Christianity? Philippians 2:9-11 makes it clear that all unbelief will be temporary. 
Doesn’t that also make you nervous? Shouldn’t it? And 3) On what evidence do you base your own worldview?

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Where there were five there are now seventeen (plus two). Wow! How did that happen in just 31 years? The 
first official issue of the Proclamation in April of 1991 included a version of the photo at right. Today each 
of our three sons have three children of their own. (Tim & Amy have opened their home to two 
other children for now). So when our family last met in July, there we were — all nineteen of us! 
First names: Maureen & Andrew (Katie, Ben, John); Stephen & Emma (Samuel, Annie, Henry);
Amy & Tim (Malachi, Logan, Kaylee). Mary and me. Our two small friends.

Some of you have been reading along for all or most of these past 31 
years. A few of you have prayed our sons thru college, and for their wives 
and children. To you we are, and always will be, indebted. Mary and I 
are especially blessed that all of our family are
walking with Jesus. Some of our grandchildren
have already been baptized — Annie & Henry
just this summer! And the two of us still have 
each other at this point in life. We’re ready for
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus when 
it comes. Just ordered our slate grave marker.

On October 6 Mary and I celebrated our 49th
wedding anniversary. I picked her a little four-
leaf clover as a token of my love. She looked it 
over and said, “Uh, this is actually poison ivy.” 
She feels bad that we’re now so poor we’re eat-
ing off paper plates. I said, “Cheer up, lots of 
folks do that.” She said, “But the same ones?!” 

COMING in 2023! FAITH MATTERS will continue to meet in combination with the Monson 
Community Church every Wednesday at 11:00 AM at AIIA’s Study Center in Monson, Maine, 
weather and circumstances permitting. If you’re visiting in the Monson area, plan to join us.


