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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
The Summer and Fall months afford opportunities for me to be out and about, practicing 
Christian apologetics rather than simply promoting Christian apologetics. Here’s an entry 
from my diary of one encounter that occurred earlier this year. —dew

The morning is bright with sunshine.  I meet a young woman on the street just 
steps from AIIA’s Study Center. She tells me that she is an art instructor at a 
large university in the western part of the country, enrolled for a month as a 
resident artist here with the Monson Arts program. Our conversation is cordial 
and fairly light. Then I ask whether she believes that there is a literal heaven. 
She pauses and then answers that she isn’t sure exactly what form 
it will take, but that she feels her energy will somehow return 
after her death.  When I ask her on what she bases that conviction,
she is vague. So I ask whether I might briefly share with her my 
own search for answers to such issues. She agrees. In less than
three minutes I relate to her my own journey through Buddhism, 
solipsism, and a concerted effort to establish a unified explanation 
for life through logic and rational thinking, to the conclusion that there 
is more and better evidence for the Christian worldview, and the fact that the 
Bible is reliable revelation from God, than for any other worldview in history. 
She listens carefully. We chat a bit longer. Then she continues her morning 
walk. Later in the week Mary and I visit a presentation of her work at an 
Open House event in the Monson Arts Gallery building. I have not heard 
from her since. But I fully suspect that God will use that exchange in her life.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“It always amuses me that atheists often argue for the 
existence of extra-terrestrial intelligence beyond earth. 
Yet they are only too eager to denounce the possibility 
that we already have a vast, intelligent being out there: 
God.”  — John Lennox, author, professor emeritus at 
Oxford University, and a noted Christian apologist.

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

Evil is simply the absence of good, right? So maybe evil is just an illusion.
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine.
! September 3, 2022 | Judaism. Review of a Great Courses DVD lecture on Jewish beliefs.  By reservation only.

! October 1, 2022 | The Case for Heaven (and Hell). Review of a new DVD by Lee Strobel.  By reservation only.

Recommended Resources
◼ ︎ Did you know that 32+ years of AIIA’s thoughtletters are archived, double-indexed, and fully searchable at 

https://aiiainstitute.org/resources/thoughtletters? Many are printable as .pdf files; see easy permissions policy.

◼ ︎ Recently released: EVANGELISM FOR THE 21ST CENTURY by Randy David Newman. Check 
 out this free eight-video lecture series on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/evangelism-with-dr-newman

      Important Announcement!
The next (November-December 2022) issue of the Proclamation will be our final issue. But we’re not going 
away! Not yet. In 2023 we’ll be continuing our work in apologetics while transitioning toward 2024 when 
Anchor New England will carry the torch of this incorporated New-England-based apologetics ministry. More 
details on this move (and why) are available on our website at AIIAInstitute.org. Click the relevant slide. Mean- 
while, visit anchornewengland.org. And — if you’re not already subscribed to our blog, do so now. That way 
you’ll receive an email every time we post a new blog — another way to stay in touch with us on into 2023!

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
If you believe that evil is only an illusion, let me ask you: Do you lock your doors at night? Mary Baker Eddy, 
founder of Christian Science, denied the reality of pain and evil. But she was unable to live consistently with her 
profession — she once had her teeth extracted! If evil is an illusion, why restrain pedophiles? Why fight Naziism? 
Why grieve over Sandy Hook CT and Uvalde TX? To deny that evil exists rebuts the reality of all human torture, 
cruelty, and abuse. Attempting to account for evil with a pantheistic eastern New-Age worldview doesn’t work 
either. You end up with an absurd yin/yang mix of dark and light, kind and cruel. Last year I interviewed a young 

lady who practices witchcraft and magic here in Maine. She recommended to me a book entitled Trolldom which 

in one place advocates formulating a spell to mutilate and kill an enemy: “With a new unused knife in the hour 
of Mercury one cuts a pine branch that never bore fruit. While cutting one says. ‘I cut you for the use of mutil- 
ating and killing my enemy in the name of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.’” The Bible says: “Woe 
to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness . . .” Jesus 
certainly believed in evil — and taught His followers to ask God every day to deliver them from it.”

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In mid-July our entire family gathered (yay!) for a brief time
here in Maine on the occasion of the launch of Here, There, 
& Everywhere Else — a new book authored by Andrew that 
uses the history of Monson to illustrate one small town’s
connections with the wider world (from 1822-2022). As a 
professor of history, and having grown up in this little north-
woods village, Andrew was in a unique position to write
this book (now available on Amazon). It was well-received
by townspeople at a standing-room-only event on July 16.
Andrew, Maureen, Kate, Benjamin, and John (right) then 
stayed with us for a week before returning home to Virginia.

Limited space. 
No joke this time. 

Not a joke.

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2022 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.
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