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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, & Readers —
Is it intellectually justifiable at this point in history for an individual to claim
that Jesus Christ was more than just an historical figure — that He is actually
alive today and hears the prayers of all who believe in Him? Can a sane person
believe that God is love and also believe that hell is real? Are science and the
Bible compatible? Is there a plausible way to reconcile the reality of suffering
and evil with the doctrine of God as He is defined in Scripture?
Yes. Here at AIIA we routinely present a preponderance of evidence and a fully
tenable basis for answering every one of those questions in the affirmative.
Is the term intelligent Christian oxymoronic?
Not at all. AIIA regularly cites solid evidence for the intellectually credible case
for the Christian worldview. We contend that a person can be well-educated,
thoughtful, unaffiliated with any cult — and yet believe in the God of the Bible.
Why then do folks reject the truth claims of Jesus and His call to discipleship?
#1. Some folks evidently choose not to believe because they don’t want to
believe. See more about this on the reverse side of this paper. And #2. Some
people have sadly, apparently, never been provided with viable answers to
the many tough questions and objections raised against Christian faith.
Have you seen the recent, riveting, revealing interview
with star quarterback Aaron Rodgers at this web address:
https://fanbuzz.com/nfl/aaron-rodgers-interview-religion/
It quickly becomes clear that Rodgers has unfortunately
sadly rejected Christianity without having accurately
understood it. (For instance, the Bible never says that
only 144,000 will be saved.) One can only imagine
how differently things might have turned out had he
been provided with good answers and resources when
he needed them most. That’s why we do what we do!

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. And even if you’re not
a believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

If the Bible is from God, why does it contradict itself? For instance, Mark 16:2
claims that Mary came to the garden tomb where Jesus had been buried “very
early in the morning . . . when the sun had risen.” But the Gospel According to
John 20:1 says that Mary was at the tomb “early, while it was still dark.” So
which was it? Did Mary arrive at the tomb before sunrise or after sunrise?

More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!

On the Agenda at AIIA’s Study Center (and otherwise).
! March 7, 2020 | We plan to continue the review of a Discovery House-produced DVD exposé
of what may very well be the most mysterious yet significant prophecy in the Bible: Isaiah 53.
! April 4, 2020 | We’re scheduled to review a brand new DVD entitled Patterns of Evidence:
The Moses Controversy, produced by Timothy P. Mahoney. This film deals with a hot modern
scholarly debate over whether Moses really was the author of the first five books of the Bible.
NOTE: Check at AIIAInstitute.org for our Faith Matters cancelation policy during these late Spring months,
and for a listing of our complete 2020 schedule — including details, dates, times, and topics of other future events.

Featured Apologetics Quote
“It seems that many people deny that God exists because they realize (at least subconsciously) that they wouldn’t
want to face Him if He did. The notion of standing sinful in the blinding light of a moral God is repulsive. That’s
why we humans prefer to sin in the dark. Jesus makes this point in John 3:19. Apologetics is able to clear away
many intellectual barriers to faith, but not this one. The barrier of pride and sinful independence only ever falls
as God moves in grace to spark humility and faith in our otherwise hostile human souls.” — Daryl E. Witmer

Here’s Our Response to This Month’s Apologetics IQ Test
QUESTION: “If the Bible is from God, why does it contradict itself? John 20:1 claims that Mary Magdalene
came to the garden tomb (where Jesus had been buried) “early, while it was still dark.” But Mark 16:2 says that
Mary came to the tomb “when the sun had risen.” So when did she arrive — before sunrise or after sunrise?”

RESPONSE: Perhaps it was a dark cloudy morning even after sunrise. I’ve seen it become quite dark even in the

middle of the day when a big storm comes rolling through. John 20:1-2 implies that it was at least light enough
for Mary Magdalene to note that the stone covering the tomb had been removed, and light enough for her to be
able to run. But then it’s also possible that Mary Magdalene visited the tomb twice — once alone, before dawn,
and once with the two other women, after dawn. Other texts seem to support that idea (Luke 24:1, Matthew 28:1).
In any case, both explanations are sufficiently plausible to debunk the claim that these two texts contradict one
another — if one is looking for a solution and not a problem. There are many great resources* and rational ways
to reconcile every alleged Bible contradiction. It is simply not true to say that the Bible contradicts itself.
* Check the web store on AIIA’s website at AIIAInstitute.org/aiia-store for an excellent reference work that resolves scores
of alleged Bible contradictions. It’s entitled The Big Book of Bible Difficulties, Geisler & Howe, ©2008 Baker Books.

The Maine Witmer Family Report

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After well over 25 years of service as a member of the Monson Public Library’s Board of Trustees, Mary recently
decided that it was time to pass the torch on to others. But shortly thereafter, she told me that she might now need
to explore some other outside interest. So I bought her a snow shovel. Okay, just kidding about the snow shovel
and outside interest. Besides, snowfall totals here in Maine are significantly
down this winter. And March is now upon us. I love the words of author
Barbara Kingsolver in her book, Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of
Food Life, © 2007 Harper. She writes: “[March weather] lulls us into trust
one day with smiles and sunshine and daytime highs in the sixties, only
to smack us down that very night with a hard freeze.” And of April, the
same author writes: “We expect too much, [and] the world burgeons
with promises it can’t keep.” My sentiments precisely.
This Winter Mary and I have been touring London, England, vicariously,
through the personal blogs of our granddaughter, Katie, as she and her
family are living in the U.K for four months. Here they are posing with
a real true-to-life ceremonial guard at the Tower of London. Viewing this
photo, I suddenly realized that there just might be in this world such a
thing as a vegan Beefeater (i.e. Yeomen Warders). You think so, Katie?
Okay — until next time, remember to take larger steps. It’ll save your soles.

