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Dear AIIA family, friends, and readers —
We call this bimonthly paper a
thoughtletter rather than a newsletter because one of our major
purposes in publishing it is to
engender thoughtful faith — as
opposed to blind faith. We are
here to engage your mind. So let
me begin this issue by asking you
what conclusions you draw from
the statements on this T-Shirt.
Okay—now that your brain is warmed up, let me ask you a few more questions.
Why does thoughtful faith matter? Why does thought matter? Why wrestle with
life’s deepest questions? Is there any alternative to answering this question?
I once saw another T-shirt that listed life’s three most pressing questions:
“Who am I? Why am I here? Where is the nearest McDonalds?”
But seriously—why not just live in the moment? Why does what comes after
this life (if anything) matter? Why read this paper? Why care about the future?
When talking with Appalachian Trail hikers passing by our Study Center
here in Monson I sometimes ask: “Where are you headed?” They will often
say, “Mount Katahdin.” I then say, “Where are you headed after that?” They
might say, “Off to college” or “Back to my job.” So I then say, “How about
after that?” “Well, maybe get married, settle down, start a family, live a life.”
At which point I ask one more time, “And how about after that?”
If you don’t know where you’re going, any road will take you
there. But at what risk? Can you afford to take that risk? I mean,
what if Jesus really is who He claimed to be, the Bible really is
God’s Word, and there really is a timeless eternity with heaven
or hell at the end of the road of time that we’re now traveling?
Isn’t the importance of giving priority to such matters self-evident?
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH: Did you know that you don’t have
to choose between being a thinking person and being a follower of Jesus?
QUESTION OF THE MONTH. Does life have any ultimate purpose? Why
get out of bed in the morning and tackle another day? Is this all there is?
We encourage you to write out your own best answer to that question
before flipping this paper over and reading our response.

More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!

SPECIAL NOTE! | DON’T MISS THESE ITEMS!
1. AIIA RECEPTION WITH THE WITMER FAMILY. Hotel Madison in Harrisonburg VA | August 12, 2019. Open
to all AIIA constituents and friends. Drop by anytime between 7:00 - 9:00 PM. Details posted on our website.
2. EVERENCE credit card users! You are now able to designate AIIA (Areopagus II America) for charitable points.
3. Apologetics Residency & Co-Pastor Ministry Opportunity. Details on our website: News > Announcements.
4. Reasonable Faith in an Uncertain World — a two-day apologetics conference in Worcester MA is scheduled
for October 11-12, 2019. Visit https://www.biola.edu/on-the-road/worcester-2019 for important details.
FEATURED AT AIIA’S FAITH MATTERS On July 6 2019 our topic will be The Bible & Slavery.
Does Scripture condemn or endorse human slavery? On August 3 we’ll be engaging in a live
on-site Apologetics Drill, with extemporaneous exchanges and mock debates on a broad range
of subjects. Come with your own set of questions and answers. Discover how to develop good
answers to tough questions. NOTE: AIIA’s complete 2019 schedule is posted on AIIA’s website
at AIIAInstitute.org — including details, dates, times, and topics of future Faith Matters events.
QUESTION OF THE MONTH Does life have any ultimate purpose? Why get out of bed in the morning and
tackle another day? Is this all there is? ANSWER: If there is no omniscient sovereign infinite-personal God it is
impossible to make a convincing case for the fact that life has any ultimate purpose. And if life has no ultimate
purpose, how can anything of lesser significance truly matter? To paraphrase Vince Lombardi: If no one is keeping
score, why play the game? Why get up in the morning? Why care about life? But the Bible says that humans are
created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7) The Westminster Shorter Catechism says that “Man’s chief end is to glorify
God, and to enjoy Him forever.” So there is an ultimate purpose in life. And if there is an ultimate purpose, and
if God really is keeping score and will one day restore justice and set things straight — then everything else does
matter. Our feelings matter, our work matters, our words matter, relationships matter, discovery and education
matter, our pain matters, music matters, the arts matter, kindness matters, how we spend time matters. Everything
matters. If there is no God, acting as if anything really ultimately matters is self-delusion. It’s like living in a house
without a roof. It might work for a while if you don’t look up. But one day . . . reality is going to hit hard. Be sure
to read What If the Cosmos Is All That There Is? Search on AIIA’s website for “cosmos” or click the second slide.

WITMER FAMILY REPORT |

An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.

Mary and I have three grown sons, each of whom are married with two
sons and one daughter of their own. In the previous issue of this paper
I introduced you to Andrew. This time I’m introducing you to Stephen
and his family who live in Pepperell MA where Stephen has served as
lead pastor of the Pepperell Christian Fellowship since 2008. A few
years ago he also founded Small Town Summits, a ministry designed
to underscore the value of Christian ministry in small towns and rural
locations — especially in New England. Stephen (a twin to Andrew) is
married to Emma who was born and raised in Northern Ireland. They
have three children: Samuel, Annie, and Henry. Emma teaches English
and History part-time at Innovation Academy, a nearby charter school.
By the time that you read this, my parents—Gene & Anne Witmer of
Lititz PA, will have celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary! Dad
will be 92 this Fall and Mother will be 91 in July. We hope to see them
in person this August when we travel through Pennsylvania to gather
with all three of our sons and their families in Virginia, God willing.
Also, by the time that you read this, our youngest grandson, John Wyatt
(age 5), will have had his third major heart surgery at the UVA hospital
in Charlottesville. Details and status can be viewed via our AIIA blog.
Thanks for reading along again this month. Some of you have been reading
along since our very first issue in 1991. Swiftly fly the years. The other day
I asked Mary, “What are the chances of my being served breakfast in bed in
the morning?” She said,“Pretty good if you go sleep in the kitchen tonight.”

