
Services,  

Seminars,  

and Training  

for Your Ministry

Defense Training



“But in your hearts honor Christ 

the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason 

for the hope that is in you; yet do 

it with gentleness and respect,”

— 1 Peter 3:15, ESV

Thank you for reviewing 
this catalog of the many 
services, seminars, 
training opportunities, 
and other helpful 
electives that the AIIA 
Institute is able to offer 
you, your church, or 
your para-local-church 
ministry.

AIIA exists to encourage 
an understanding, 
appreciation, and 
application of effective 
Christian apologetics.
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What is Christian apologetics? 

Christian apologetics is the branch of theology that has to do with defending 
the faith, contending for the faith, and presenting persuasive evidence for 
historic Christian truth.

Why is Christian apologetics such a big deal?

Christian apologetics is a big deal because the Bible says that it’s a big deal — 
in 1 Peter 3:15, Jude 3, Acts 17, and 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 — just to name a few 
key texts.

There is an almost unprecedented level of confusion over spiritual matters in 
the world today. 

• Who knows what to believe?

• Who is to say what religion is true and which religions are false?

• Is there even any basis for such categories as true and false today?

• Is there a God? If so, what is His nature?

• Why would a loving God allow suffering and evil in His created world? 

• Is Jesus really who He claimed to be? How do we know who He claimed to be? 

• Why should anyone trust the Bible? Isn’t the Bible just an unreliable account of 
mere men caught up in spurious first-century religious thinking, and therefore 
a collection of conjecture and myth?

• Can a Christian believe in evolution? Aren’t miracles unscientific by definition? 

• Is morality merely a function of the brain, or is it a cultural construct? 

• What happens to the millions of people who die without ever having heard 
about Jesus? 

• Is there any such thing as hell?

Effective Christian apologetics offers intellectually credible answers to such 
questions as these. 

Apologetics is for those asking sincere questions about matters of faith. But it 
can also reinforce the faith of those who are already committed Christians — 
including college-bound youth who may otherwise be easy prey for critics, 
skeptics, and antagonistic professors.

Apologetics also often serves to guard the Church against false doctrine and 
spiritual deception.



2

What is the AIIA Institute?

The AIIA Institute (AIIA) is a transdenominational evangelical Christian 
ministry committed to providing concise reasonable answers to a broad range 
of difficult questions about the Christian faith— and equipping the Church to 
do the same. 

AIIA is primarily a missionary initiative, attempting to connect directly with 
those who are skeptical or confused, yet sincere and open to examining 
objective evidence supportive of Christian claims. 

But also integral to our charter is the effort to serve individual Christians and 
churches, or para-local-church ministries such as camps and conferences, that 
are already committed to historic Christian truth, in their effort to present 
(Matthew 28:19-20), defend (1 Peter 3:15), and contend for (Jude 3) the truth of 
orthodox Christianity.

While pursuing these objectives, we simultaneously seek to engender 
understanding and goodwill between Christians and those espousing non-
Christian worldviews. 
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AIIA Staff

Founder and 
Executive Director

Daryl E. 
Witmer is 
the founder 
and 
Executive 
Director of 
the AIIA 

Institute. He and his wife Mary 
live in Monson, Maine. They 
have three grown sons. Since 
1975, Witmer has served as 
pastor of three local churches 
in north central Maine. His 
ordination credentials are with 
the Evangelical Free Church 
of America. A 1984 victim of 
Guillain-Barré syndrome, he 
ministers from a wheelchair.

Associate Director

Rick Carver 
has been 
AIIA's 
Associate 
Director 
since 
October, 
2008. Carver also serves 
as senior pastor of County 
Road Baptist Church in 
New Limerick, Maine. He, 
his wife Cathleen, and their 
five children live in Houlton, 
Maine.

Administrative Assistant

Mary R. (Lehman) Witmer

Finances and Bookkeeping

Gail Stutzman

AIIA is governed by a 
20-member Board of Directors.

Where does AIIA make its 
services available?

We can come to you . . .

We are based in Maine, so the majority of our 
ministry engagements are in Maine.

But each year we also minister in many 
locations throughout New England.

And we travel to other mostly-eastern states, 
such as Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

We’re willing to consider other locations. Since 
1991 we’ve been to Florida, Mississippi, Illinois, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, and many other places in 
between.

. . . or you can come to us!

We regularly schedule lectures and training 
events at our Resource & Study Center in 
Monson, Maine. And we’re always glad to 
welcome visitors, even if it’s just for a few 
minutes while passing through town.

A calendar of Study Center events is listed on 
our web site at AIIAInstitute.org.

AIIA’s Study Center is located on the corner of 
Hebron Street and Wilkins Street, just off Route 
15, behind the Post Office on the shores of Lake 
Hebron, in Monson, Maine. 

We are an approximately 1.25-hour drive 
northwest of Bangor, Maine — and just 15 
minutes south of Moosehead Lake in Greenville, 
Maine.

Detailed directions are available on our web site.

The Arrangements section of this booklet 
provides details about costs, directions, lodging 
options, and other related information.
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Local Church Services
This venue might involve AIIA staff teaching a Sunday 
School lesson for adults and/or senior youth, and then 
preaching an expository message from God’s Word 
on some aspect of apologetics. It might also include 
a luncheon and after-dinner seminar, or an evening 
service. 

We are willing to provide pulpit supply on a one-time 
basis, if such can be arranged. 

NOTE: We do not come to a church to promote AIIA. 
We come to preach Christ and to promote Christian 
apologetics. No former or ongoing relationship with, or 
commitment to, AIIA is required or expected.

Here are other examples of ways that we can minister 
in your church:

• Sunday School class for adults and/or senior youth.

• A Vacation Bible School course for adults.

• Small groups or midweek services in homes or at the 
church.

• Special seminar for Christian Educators and Sunday 
School teachers.

Apologetics Academy  
Typically entails one or two training sessions on 
a weekday, weekday evening, or Saturday. The 
Apologetics Academy can include teaching on a wide 
range of apologetics-related subjects, such as the 
Resurrection of Christ, the existence of God, or the 
veracity of the Bible. We can make topic proposals, 
or we are open to your suggestions. The Apologetics 
Academy lends itself well to a series of visits on a 
range of topics, with one building on another.

Weekend Apologetics Conference
Typically includes three or four sessions, such as 
Saturday afternoon thru Sunday evening. It might also 
involve a special drama presentation or video feature. 
It can be tailored to each situation. Works well as part 
of an Adult Daily Vacation Bible School class, or a 
Summer Camp program, or a Missions Conference.

Following is a listing of the service and meeting formats that 
we typically use. But if you don’t see a venue that fits your 
needs, call us. We’ll work with you to customize a plan.

AIIA VenueS
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AIIA VenueS

Regional Apologetics Conference 
This would typically entail the cooperation of 
a coalition of three or more local churches, 
coordinated by a steering committee that 
would work to organize a one or two day 
event. This event might involve bringing 
in one of AIIA’s Resource Associates to 
address a specialized topic, engaging in 
interactive exercises, reviewing position 
papers, and even special music.

Spring Symposium on  
Christian Evidences

Scheduled between March and June and 
geared for Christian adults and senior youth. 
This event might involve bringing in one of 
AIIA’s Resource Associates to address a 
specialized topic. 

Fall Forum
An annual forum in late Fall featuring one 
of a number of topics and formats, e.g. an 
interview, a debate, a roundtable discussion, 
a Dialogue Dinner, or a panel presentation — 
all live, unrehearsed, and candid exchanges 
with those representing alternative 
worldviews. 

Skeptics’ Forum
Might feature an actual or mock debate, 
promoted and staged in a non-threatening 
facility in your community. 

Church Retreats for  
Men, Women, or Youth

We’ll meet your special group on your turf, 
or we’ll help to arrange a get-a-way learning 
and recreational visit to our Study Center in 
north central Maine. This can involve just 
one teaching session on a one-day outing, 
or a number of sessions over the span of 
2-3 days. 

Short-Term Missions Project
Want to bring a small group of adults and/
or young adults to do some volunteer work, 
combined with recreation and teaching, for 
one or two days? We’ll be glad to develop 
the idea with you, just as we have with 
numerous other groups on numerous other 
occasions.

Church or Denominational 
Missions Conferences

We’re willing to present a workshop, 
serve as a plenary speaker, and/or set up 
our display at your area-wide Christian 
conference. Our emphasis would be on 
apologetics as the new and important 
component of all missionary initiative. 

Christian Camps and 
Conferences

Over the years our staff have been the 
featured speakers at a number of week-long 
conferences and Christian camp programs. 
Why not yours next season? Be sure to 
contact us well in advance.

Senior Saints Groups
We’ll visit your group right where you are, 
or we’ll help to arrange a visit by your group 
to our Study Center in Monson, Maine. 
A catered luncheon can be arranged for 
groups of 12 or less.

Youth Events
We’ll meet with your group at your home 
church or in your home area, or we’ll help to 
arrange a visit to Monson, Maine. See below 
for other youth-related ministry ideas.

Community Service  
Organization meetings

Are you a member of Rotary, Kiwanis, 
Jaycees, or Lions Club? We are prepared 
to address secular audiences with the story 
of our own spiritual journey and a simple 
explanation of what apologetics is all about.



6

AIIA ReSouRCeS

AIIA’s web site at AIIAInstitute.org contains 
over 20 years’ worth of double-indexed, 
fully searchable, thoughtletter articles/
blogs on almost every aspect of Christian 
apologetics. In addition the site features 
videos, Think About That! audio files, 
graphics, and a continually-updated calendar 
of AIIA seminars and events.

AIIA on Facebook
On AIIA’s Facebook wall you’ll be able to 
exchange with other friends on the subject 
of our latest blog or TruthByte video. Click 
the Facebook link on our web site and “Like” 
us into your world.

PROCLAMATION thoughtletter
Our regular bimonthly publication is an 
invaluable tool for helping believers to 
develop a creative, relevant, and informed 
witness to skeptics, friends, neighbors, and 
other inquiring minds. Supply us with the 
name and address of any or all whom you 
believe might benefit from receiving this 
simple two-sided one-page resource, and 
we’ll mail it to them personally, first-class, 
and without obligation.

References on Apologetics 
Resources

Reviews and critiques are available 
by telephone or e-mail, drawn from 
our extensive library and database of 
apologetics resources. AIIA also publishes 
a constantly-updated, topically-arranged 
Index of 100 Leading Apologetic Resources, 
available upon request and at no cost.

Consultation
Experienced and individualized counsel for 
designing an apologetics emphasis in your 
local church or ministry group. This might 
include, for example, our visiting your church 
to evaluate, recommend, and even order a 
set of apologetics resource material for your 
church library.

AIIA’s Study Center Library
AIIA’s on-site library includes hundreds of 
published books, audio cassettes, videos, and 
DVDs for careful in-house study and research, 
as well as other material (such as our 
Dramatized Apologetics collection), searchable 
CDs, and the use of an iMac, wifi, and large 
screen. By arrangement only.

Youth Strategies
We’ll help to organize youth conferences, 
rallies, and training events in your church or 
region, working with your youth group and 
leaders to emphasize apologetics for your 
youth.

Short-Term Mentoring & Retreats
Short-term mentoring and equipping in 
apologetics is available at our Study Center 
in north central Maine. We’ll work with 
pastors, church leaders, youth advisors, 
Christian educators, and Christian school 
and homeschool administrators to develop 
a plan for promoting apologetics in your 
church or school. This service can be 
especially valuable when a church sends 
one or two individuals who already have a 
heart for apologetics, to benefit from our 
experience and training capabilities.

Sunday Bulletin Insert
We’ll supply a PDF file, from which you can 
print and insert as many as you can use 
of this simple one-time flier that explains 
why apologetics is important, and offers 
an application to receive our free bimonthly 
publication, the Proclamation (see above).

Large Color Posters  
with tear-off form

We’ll send you a creative poster to place in 
your church, on the bulletin board of your 
local grocery store, laundromat, or college 
campus, that offers a tear-off application to 
receive our free bimonthly publication, the 
Proclamation.
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SeMInARS, LeCTuReS, SeRMonS, TRAInIng TooLS

Apologetics Survey

A fast-moving 30-question interactive exercise and 
presentation that covers a wide range of apologetics-
related subjects. This is especially designed as an 
introductory session and works well with a Sunday 
School class, large or small.

Worldview Inventory

Another 30-question interactive presentation that helps 
participants learn about many different worldviews, 
and why it’s important to do so. This also works well 
with a Sunday School class.

Christian Apologetics 101

A broad, basic introductory examination of the what, 
who, where, and why of Christian apologetics in the 
twenty-first century. Requires approximately one hour 
to make this presentation effectively.

What’s the Big Deal About Christian Apologetics?

Making the case for making the case for Christianity.

The Top 10 Most-Asked Questions About the 
Christian Faith

Here is the best starter answer, extended response, 
and bibliography of helpful follow-through resources 
for each of the ten top questions about the Christian 
faith. Requires about 75 minutes.

Answering 25 Common Objections to the Gospel

A rapid-fire examination of the best and most effective 
Bible-based responses to the 25 leading objections 
that you are most likely to encounter when sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mission Field of the Mind:  
The Critical Case for Christian Apologetics  
in Our Time

A comprehensive 90-minute lecture on the 
increasingly critical case for Christian apologetics in 
the third millennium. With ideology rapidly replacing 
geography as the defining ground of evangelical 
mission, the implications for evangelism and pre-
evangelism are considerable. Here's how to maintain 
a relevant and strategic witness for Jesus Christ in the 
days ahead.
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Apologetics & the Bible: Is the Bible 
Really and Reliably Divine?

Deals with evidence for the Divine origin 
of Scripture, as well as the reliability of the 
Biblical manuscripts. Also includes a look 
at how to deal with and reconcile apparent 
Bible contradictions.

Apologetics & the Deity of Christ:  
The Claims & Identity  of Jesus Christ

Addresses the age-old quintilemma about 
who the historical Jesus really is, and why 
it matters.

Apologetics & Science/Origins:  
In the Beginning

Presents evidences for theistic creationism 
vs. the macro-evolutionary theory of origins.

Apologetics & Adversity:  
Good God, Wicked World

A lecture on the nature and purpose of God 
in relation to evil, pain, and suffering. A 
contemporary theodicy that deals with even 
thorny aspects of suffering like so-called 
natural disasters.

Apologetics & Belief Systems:  
Worldview Smorgasbord

An analysis of various major world religions, 
cults, New Age thinking, thoughtforms such 
as syncretism, and more — with a Christian 
response to each and to all.

Apologetics & Epistemology: Absolutely 
Certain About Truth Being Relative?

Makes the case for objective antithetical 
thought vs. postmodern relativism.

Apologetics & the Existence of God:  
The Evidence for a Supreme Being

A lecture on the classic arguments for the 
existence of a supernatural creator and 
controller.

The Big Three

The cosmological, teleological, and moral 
arguments for God.

In Which God Do We Trust?  
Defining Deity in a Confused Age

Spiritual Deception and the Pressing Need 
for Discernment About the Nature of God.

Who Says Belief in God is Irrational? 
Taking on the New Atheists

A critical examination of the claims of the 
New Atheists and how their claims hold up 
to scrutiny.

Apologetics & the Christian Writer

This lecture presents five ways in which 
apologetics can prove valuable to every 
Christian writer.

Conversing About Belief:  
Effective Communication in 
Contemporary Apologetics

A 90-minute somewhat more scholarly 
seminar (with worksheet) that outlines 
seven principles drawn from the account of 
the Apostle Paul's first century mission in 
Achaia.

Building a Fence at the Edge of the Cliff

A seven-point checklist for effective 
Christian evangelism and apologetics today.

SeMInARS  LeCTuReS  SeRMonS  TRAInIng TooLS (Continued)
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Holding Onto Truth When the Bottom 
Falls Out of Life

A three-session seminar series on how to 
recognize and claim God's grace and truth 
in a crisis.

Getting On with Plan B

How to handle life's disappointments, 
detours, delays, and dead-ends.

Christian Evangelism in the New 
Millennium: A Call for a Bolder 
Approach and a New Priority

Leading principles for effective evangelistic 
persuasion in our generation.

Evolution or Creation:  
Why Should I Care?

Is the age-old evolution-creation debate all 
that relevant anymore? Does it really matter 
what Christians believe about origins so 
long as we believe in God? This lecture 
addresses just such questions, and more. 

Is Intelligent Design Real Science?

An enlightening examination of the Intelligent 
Design movement and its scientific 
conclusions.

Biblical Literalism & Young Earth 
Creationism

A look at the Biblical, intellectual, and 
scientific evidence for this position and its 
proponents.

The Uniqueness of Christ

A two-session 90-minute lecture on the case 
for the uniqueness of the historical Jesus 
and why this matter is so important. Tends 
to be a bit more scholarly and academic, but 
is good material.

The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus 
of Nazareth: Why YOU should believe in 
the resurrection 

A compelling look at evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, adapted from 
material developed by Gary Habermas, Ph.D.

Is There a Problem With the 
Resurrection?

A brief refutation of two major objections to 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Christian Education's  
New Urgent Item

This lecture outlines why apologetics 
must be an increased priority in Christian 
Education in the current millennium. 
Especially relevant for parents, 
homeschoolers, and Christian educators.

My Search for Faith & Truth

A personal testimonial by AIIA founder, 
Daryl E. Witmer, about his search for an 
intellectual basis for faith. This address can 
be effective with a secular audiences.

Who Knows What to Believe Anymore?

Here are guidelines for sorting out matters of 
faith in a world where it seems that anything 
goes and nothing is for certain. This seminar 
is geared for adults and teens, Christian and 
non-Christian.
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Worldview Cogency: Apologetics & 
Christian Truth in the Third Millennium

Can anyone believe anything with certainty 
anymore? What's the difference between 
truth and sincerity? Why is it important 
to be able to live consistently with one's 
belief system? Is it possible to contend for 
Christian values without being considered 
intolerant today? This seminar is designed 
to provide help in fitting together the puzzle 
pieces of truth, conviction, relevancy, 
thoughtforms that work, and viable 
Christian values.

Apologetics Alive in the Local Church: 
Why & How? Appreciating the 
Importance of Christian Apologetics 
in the Life of New England’s Local 
Churches

This seminar is designed especially for 
New England church leaders. A worksheet 
is provided.

Apologetics in the Local Church:  
Getting Everyone Into the Act

Over 35 practical tips and strategies on 
how to make apologetics happen in your 
local church. 

Apologetics in a Small Church: 
Appreciating Its Importance & 
Integrating Its Concerns

This is a two-part seminar designed for 
small church pastors and leaders that 
brings attention to a much-neglected facet 
of small church ministry today. Moving 
from the theoretical to the practical, this 
material should inspire and equip all 
participants.

A Pastor’s Perspective: Why Engage 
Apologetics in a Local Church 
Ministry?

An appeal to implement apologetic training 
at the local church level.

The Christian Apologist Next Door:  
Living It Out In Real Life

This address encourages Christian 
believers to take up the mantle of 
evangelism through apologetics.

Enemy Strategies in the Great Battle:  
An Intelligence Briefing for Soldiers of 
the Cross

This very important and insightful lecture, 
constantly updated with current information, 
offers an inside  exposé of at least ten 
leading ways in which God’s truth is being 
attacked and subverted in our day — 
complete with faces and names.

Discernment Deficiency: Why the 
Contemporary Church is So Vulnerable 
to Heresy

A brief seminar often presented in 
combination with the previous lecture, 
Enemy Strategies.

How the Bible Came to Us

A Study of the Origins and Reliability of the 
Holy Scriptures of the Christian Faith, with 
PowerPoint.

A Word of Hope in a World of Hurt

This insightful lecture emphasizes the 
uniquely Christian version of the doctrine 
of an infinite-personal God, critical to 
any Christian response to the problem of 
suffering and evil.

SeMInARS  LeCTuReS  SeRMonS  TRAInIng TooLS (Continued)
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Dealing With Adversity

Offers a strategy for victoriously moving through even the 
most difficult of times.

If God Really Loves Me, Why Does It Hurt So Much? 

A discussion that takes on the challenges of suffering and evil. 
A theodicy for our time.

Worldview, Apologetics, and a Really Good Reason

A look at the definitions of ‘worldview’ and ‘apologetics’ 
and how these terms address the social climate in which 
we live today.

Taking Our Cultural Temperature: An Apologetics-based 
Diagnosis and Remedy

A snapshot of three prevailing worldviews that are shaping 
the minds of our culture, with brief refutations.

Apologetics As Guardian of the Faith, and Emerging 
Concerns in the Church Today

A back-to-back two-part lecture about the how and why 
of an effective apologetics response to the emerging and 
emergent church movements.

The Emerging Church:  
What Is It and Why Should I Care?

An in-depth look into postmodernism, and how it affects 
the church today.

The Emerging Church:  
What We Need to Know

A look at the Emergent/Emerging Church, its 
characteristics, agenda, outcomes — and our response.

Critical Thinking and the Contemporary Christian

An appeal for Christians to engage in critical thought.

Faith and Reason:  
Are They Really Compatible?

An in-depth look at the intersection of faith, reason, and 
facts.

Reductionism in Christianity:  
Avoiding the Trap of Practical Atheism

A look into the problem of the dilution of sound Christian 
principles and worldliness in the church.
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DEFENDERS Youth Training Seminar 
(D.17-24) & Scholarship Opportunity

A three-days-in-May seminar for youth ages 
17-24 that is intended to better equip college-
bound and college students to handle the 
pressures of non-Christian worldviews and 
their proponents. Those attending this event 
will automatically qualify for participating 
in a contest for a $500 Mary L. Hartline 
scholarship, to be used for further training in 
apologetics.

Apologetics for Teens:  
Knowing Why You Believe

An interactive session for teenagers that is 
based on 1 Peter 3:15 and presents the basis 
for faith.

Encouraging Kids to Think  
Intelligently About the Faith: 
Apologetic Principles and  
Resources for the Elementary Years 

This excellent and practical presentation 
is addressed to parents, SS teachers, and 
Christian educators.

Survival Training for Teens

This lectures offers guidelines on how 
to equip your youth to maintain spiritual 
vitality in a secular environment. It is 
especially geared for Christian educators, 
homeschoolers, and parents with teens.

How to Be Confident in Your Faith

This address is directed to teens and deals 
with questions such as: Is Christianity really 
reasonable? What about what others are 
saying? How do I handle peer pressure?

How Can I Know That God is Really 
There?

A presentation of the cosmological and 
teleological arguments for the existence of 
God, geared for a youth group level.

YouTh-ReLATed SeMInARS & SeRVICeS
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Is Intelligent Design Real Science?

A look into the Intelligent Design movement and 
its scientific conclusions, presented at a Junior 
and Senior High School level, with discussion 
and Q&A.

TACTICS and the Conversational 
Continuum: What’s the Goal and How Do I 
Attain It? 

This presentation is adapted from Greg Koukl’s 
Tactics and a Randy Newman lecture. It offers 
practical tips for defending the faith while still 
learning how to do it.

On Design

A look at the design argument and how the facts 
point us to the truth of the existence of God.

On Faith and Reason

An examination of the role of reason in our 
Christian faith.

Absolute Truth in a Relativistic World

An interactive presentation based on John 17:17 
that exposes the false philosophy of relativism.

Don’t Check Your Brains at the Door

A Josh McDowell video presentation for teens. 
We provide a guided interactive follow-up 
discussion.

Objections Answered

A multi-session R. C. Sproul video series with a 
guided interactive follow-up discussion for teens.

My Truth, Your Truth, Whose Truth

A Focus on the Family video presentation and 
guided interactive follow-up discussion for teens.

Young-Earth Creationism:  
How Much Does It Matter?

This address explores issues like Biblical 
perspicuity, precedent, and the implications of the 
young-earth position, as well as the intellectual 
credibility of its proponents; designed for teens 
and adults.



14

AIIA is willing to help you arrange for the 
following. Each event has been tested 
successfully in at least some form and on at 
least one occasion.

An Evening of Dinner & Drama

A banquet followed by multiple drama 
presentations featuring apologetics themes.

Christian Apologetics in Action:  
A Dialogue

A two-person drama illustrating simple ways 
to respond to common objections.

Precarious Times, Perceptive Voices:  
A Strategy for Truth

A Colloquy on the Pressing Warrant for 
Effective Christian Apologetics in the Third 
Millennium. This production features a team 
of participants presenting a wide-range 
of apologetics-related, thought-provoking 
material, in a fast-moving format.

Timely Truths, Timeless Voices

Excerpts from a video series produced by 
Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, 
followed by an interactive group discussion. 
May be combined with a lecture.

Making Sense of Pain & Suffering

Features a short drama, a panel presentation 
by individuals who have personally 
experienced marked adversity, and reflective 
musical interludes.

Tackling the Riddle of Why God Allows 
Suffering

This is a one-two month project that 
includes an essay competition — complete 
with judges, awards, and an evening of 
winning paper presentations. We'll work with 
your group to implement plans.

How Reliable is the Bible?

This interactive exercise employs an original, 
AIIA-developed, participatory exercise that 
illustrates the process of New Testament 
MSS transmission and, as a result, the 
reliability of the Bible.

Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ

Features an excellent Radio Bible Class video 
on this subject as the basis for interactive 
discussion. 

Special Powerpoint presentations  
— designed by Rose Publishing  
— on the following subjects:

• Christianity, Cults, and Religions  
— an illustrated survey of  20 leading  
     belief systems

• The Dead Sea Scrolls

• 100 Bible Proofs

• The Lost Gospels

• The Trinity

• Mormonism

• Jehovah’s Witnesses

• Defending Your Faith

• Atheism & Agnosticism

Teaching Apologetics in Your Church: 
How to Use the Defending Your Faith 
Curriculum

Let us introduce you to this excellent time-
tested-and-tried 12-15 lesson apologetics 
curriculum (Defending Your Faith by Dr. 
Mark Bird) that you can use immediately in 
your church, Sunday School class, midweek 
service, or small/home group. We’ll give you 
some great tips on how best to implement 
this series, and even work with you through 
one or two sample lessons. 

SpeCIAL pReSenTATIonS
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BIBLe-BASed MeSSAgeS

A Trusted Old Prescription for an Ailing New Age  
• Acts 17:16-34

This message involves an exposition of Acts 17:16-34. 
It examines the critically important role of apologetics 
in a decadent culture. It also introduces the ministry 
of AIIA and incorporates the personal account of AIIA 
Director Witmer's 1984-1985 ordeal with Guillain-Barre 
syndrome. We recommend this as one of the messages 
best used on the occasion of our first visit to your 
church. 

Prescription for the Problem of Postmodernism  
• Acts 17:16-34

Another look at the principles and approach used by 
the Apostle Paul in his visit to the Areopagus of ancient 
Athens. This message marks the influence of pluralism 
and postmodernism in today's society. We recommend 
this as one choice if we haven't been in your area for 
four years or longer.

You Better Get Ready!  
• Matthew 24:37-44

An exposition and eschatologically-angled challenge, 
based on the six leading apologetics-related texts in 
Scripture.

Christian Apologetics in UnChristian Times:  
A Biblical Methodology for Proclaiming the Gospel

This is a careful and thorough exposition of Acts 17:1-
34. Requires about 45 minutes.

The Evidence of Hope  
• 1 Peter 3:15

Exposes an often-hidden meaning in the most-quoted 
text about Christian apologetics.

Crossing Over  
• Mark 4:35 - 5:1

A message of hope and encouragement for those in the 
midst of a stormy trial.

Passing Showers  
• Psalm 34:19 and 1 Peter 5:10

A message offering hope and perspective on the 
temporary nature of pain, suffering, and adversity.
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BIBLe-BASed MeSSAgeS (Continued)

Danger Ahead: Mysticism & the New Age  
• Deuteronomy 18:9-14

Contending for the Faith in 
Postmodern Times 
• Jude 3

No Other Name  
• Acts 4:12

A message on the exclusivity of Christ.

Apologetics in Perilous Times  
• 1 Peter 3:13-17

Judging Intolerance:  
A Biblical Perspective on Discernment  
and the New Tolerance  
• Matthew 7:1

To judge or not to judge? Is there a time to 
judge? Examining what may be the most 
quoted verse in the Bible today.

Proposition: the Crux of Mission  
• Matthew 26:27

A challenge to move to the ultimate point in 
all of our apologetics and evangelism.

God As Appointment Secretary  
• Acts 8:25-40

A challenge to yield to the leading and 
scheduling of God's Spirit in all of our 
apologetic and evangelistic initiatives.

But If Not  
• Daniel 3:18

A message on the call to unconditional faith, 
praise, and obedience.

Positive Negatives  
• Philippians 1:12-21

How God works evil for good in the lives of 
those who love Him.

Strong in the Broken Places 
• 2 Corinthians 12, key verse 10

Would God Will Suffering? 
• 1 Peter 3:13-22

Hanging Onto Truth in Troubled Times

An exegesis and application of Jude 1:3ff, 
with a special focus on the need to persevere 
in the pursuit of the truth and the authority of 
the Bible. 

What the Goodness of God Isn’t  
• Psalm 100:5a

Shattering three major myths about the 
goodness of God.

What Will We Teach Them? 

Mining Deuteronomy 6:1-4 with an 
application for the training of our youth in 
modern times.

Provoked to Reason

An application of Acts 17:16ff, for the 
contemporary Christian living in a world of 
lies and idolatry.

A Stand Worth Taking

Applying 1 Peter 3:15ff about Christians 
being prepared to stand and defend the 
Christian hope.
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SpRIng SYMpoSIuM opTIonS

FALL FoRuM opTIonS

Perhaps your church or community would 
like to host this annual AIIA event. Here are a 
few examples of what AIIA has done over the 
years. We may be able to arrange something 
similar in your area. 

Worldviews

Special guest speaker: David Noebel of 
Summit Ministries (Colorado).

The Dangers of Relativism

Special guest speaker: Dick Keyes of L’Abri 
(Southborough, Massachusetts).

Cults on Campus

Special guest speaker: Bob Pardon of the 
New England Institute of Religious Research 
and Meadow Haven recovery center 
(Massachusetts).

Is Darwin’s Ship Sinking?

Special guest speaker:  Dr. Tom Woodward 
(Florida). Included an effective PowerPoint 
presentation.

Making Sense of Pain & Suffering

Featuring a five-minute drama, a panel 
presentation, and special music.

Archaeology as Evidence for  
Christian Faith

Special guest speaker: highly-respected 
archeologist Dr. Bryant G. Wood of 
Associates for Biblical Research 
(Pennsylvania).

Perhaps your church or community would 
like to host this annual AIIA event. Here are a 
few examples of what AIIA has done over the 
years. We may be able to arrange something 
similar in your area. 

Theological Round Table

Brings together representatives of the 
Baha’i Faith, Unitarian-Universalism, and 
evangelical Christianity to discuss their 
respective views on Christ, sin, the afterlife 
— before a live audience.

Dialogue Dinner with Muslims

Open discussion across the table on a range 
of issues.

Creation-Evolution Debate

Well-advertised event, broadcast on radio, 
and held in a large venue with up to 2,000 
present.

Live Interview with an Orthodox  
Jewish Rabbi

This event was held in a synagogue and 
included a brief sunset Jewish prayer 
service.

Position Paper on “The Faith of 
Humanists and Freethinkers”  
— delivered by a humanist.

The address was followed by a broad-
ranging Q&A session.

A Conversation with Hindus

This exchange followed a tour of New 
England’s largest Hindu temple.

NOTE

Forums are arranged for purposes of 
information, better understanding, and 
goodwill only. There is no ecumenical 
agenda in such events whatsoever, and 
in most cases the Christian worldview 
is presented clearly, credibly, and as a 
concluding reference point.
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How can we book an event?

Call, mail, or e-mail us with a description 
of the event that you have in mind, or to 
discuss other possibilities that will fit your 
situation and needs.

Because only a limited number of ministry 
engagements are scheduled each year, it is 
important to contact AIIA well in advance 
of any projected dates, especially if the 
proposed event is not going to be based in 
Maine.

How much does it cost?

AIIA does not charge for its services. An 
honorarium that at least covers our travel, 
lodging, and meal expenses is encouraged.

• AIIA arranges and pays for all of our 
lodging and meals up front.

• Finances are not routinely mentioned 
during AIIA ministry sessions. We do, 
however, ask for an opportunity to gather 
the names and addresses of those 
present who may choose to receive our 
free bimonthly thoughtletter. To do this, 
we typically circulate a clipboard(s) while 
speaking.

• All contributions to AIIA are tax deductible 
as per sections 170 and 501(c)(3) of the 
IRS tax code and should be made payable 
to “AIIA.”

• Full facility accessibility is required for 
AIIA’s Executive Director. An accessible 
pulpit is optional, as he is willing to speak 
from floor level. Please keep in mind 
that the power wheelchair that is used 
cannot be safely lifted. Any ramp should 
be no less than 36 inches wide, solidly 
constructed, covered with carpet or some 
other non-skid material, have a rise of 
no more than 3-4 inches per foot, and 
include low side rails.

What if we can’t afford to sponsor an 
event?

AIIA is determined that limited finances 
alone should not stand in the way of our 
ministering to you or your group. If you 
or your church feel completely unable to 
cover our costs, we are willing to consider 
accessing funds that have been provided 
for such situations. Please contact us 
personally to discuss the options. 

If we visit AIIA, where can we stay 
overnight?

The following listing is provided for the 
convenience of those visiting AIIA’s Study 
Center and is current as of Fall, 2011. AIIA 
does not necessarily endorse every aspect 
of the following facilities.

ARRAngeMenTS
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Shaw’s Lodging
17 Pleasant Street • Monson, Maine ....................................................... 207.997.3597 
http://www.shawslodging.com 
Simple and rustic, but clean • Busy with Appalachian Trail hikers from July thru October 
Shaw’s serve a great all-you-can-eat breakfast • Two-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

Lakeshore house Lodging, Restaurant, pub
9 Tenney Hill Rd • Monson ME 04464 ................................. Telephone: 207-997-7069 
http://www.lakeshore-house.com 
Good food and beautiful view • Also offers laundromat services • Two-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

The Jarvis house on Lake hebron
Pleasant Street in Monson • Monson, Maine ....................978-281-1761 (reservations)  
................................................................................................or 207-997-3244 (facility) 
http://www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentals/15351.html?promoType=none 
Privately owned and operated • Beautifully located; extended rental rates 
Four-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

Indian hill Motel
Greenville, Maine 04442 ....................................................................... (207) 695-2623 
http://www.indianhillmotel.biz 
Simple, very basic; overlooks Moosehead Lake • Twenty-minute drive from AIIA’s Study Center

Kineo View Motor Lodge
PO Box 514 • Route 15 • 50 Overlook Drive • Greenville, ME 04441 
............................................................................... 1.207.695.4470 or 1.800.659.VIEW 
http://www.kineoview.com/ 
Beautifully situated • Fifteen-minute drive from AIIA’s Study Center

LODGING OPTIONS
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Spring Creek Bar-B-Q
Main Street (Greenville Road) • Monson ME 04464................................ 207.997.7025 
Great food, smoked meats, unique, rustic • Three-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

Robinson's Mobil Mart
Main Street (Tenney Hill Road) • Monson ME 04464 .............................. 207.997.3700 
Pizza, sandwiches, limited grocery items • Three-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

Lakeshore house pub & Restaurant
9 Tenney Hill Rd • Monson ME 04464 ..................................Telephone: 207.997.7069 
http://www.lakeshore-house.com 
Two-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

Monson general Store
Center-city Monson 
Main Street (Greenville Road) • Monson ME 04464................................ 207.997.3964 
Basic groceries and some hardware items • Two-minute walk from AIIA’s Study Center

— 13 miles south of Monson.

Subway restaurant

IgA supermarket

Small family restaurant

— 15-minute drive north of Monson. 

Kelley’s Landing restaurant 
on Moosehead Lake

grave’s Seafood restaurant

Indian hill supermarket, 
fuel, and sporting goods

A number of other 
restaurants, pubs, small 
pizza shops

DINING OPTIONS IN & AROUND MONSON

FOOD OPTIONS IN GUILFORD, MAINE

FOOD OPTIONS IN GREENVILLE, MAINE
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Many times those visiting AIIA choose to combine the study of apologetics with 
some fun and recreation in the northwoods of Maine. Here are a few options.

• Kayak and boat on Lake Hebron. 
 AIIA owns three kayaks and a row boat.

•	 Go	fishing	on	Lake	Hebron. 
 Bring your own tackle, or AIIA owns a few rods/nets. Fishing licenses can  
 be purchased in town.

•	 Go	on	a	moose	safari.

•	 Tour	a	local	deer	&	buffalo	farm.

•	 Climb	Borestone	Mountain.

•	 Hike	a	stretch	of	the	Appalachian	Trail.

•	 Visit	the	Monson	Museum.

•	 Friday	Night	at	the	General	Store. 
 A live hootenanny! Bring your instrument or just listen. Expect a good time.

•	 Visit	the	Indian	Store	on	Moosehead	Lake	in	Greenville,	Maine.	 
 (15 miles north of Monson).

•	 Visit	the	Indian	Hill	Gifts	and	Sporting	Goods	store	in	Greenville. 
 Lots of area-based souvenirs, gifts, and sporting goods.

RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT
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