
More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!

PO Box 262
Monson ME 04464

207.997.3644
Web:	AIIAInstitute.org
AIIA@AIIAInstitute.org

Bimonthly thoughtletter 
and official publication 

of the AIIA Institute

The PROCLAMATION is published by 
the AIIA Institute, aka AIIA. AIIA is a 
contemporary adapted construct of the 
ancient Athenian Areopagus — a forum 
to promote understanding and to offer 
Christian commentary and perspective 

on current worldviews and 
thought-forms. This mailing is offered 

without charge to individuals and 
organizations who request it, as well as to 
those whose names are submitted to our 

office. Unless otherwise noted, contents of 
this thought-letter are not copyrighted, 

and permission is hereby granted to 
reproduce its content — accurately, in 
context, and with appropriate credits.

AIIA is a national, nonprofit, religious 
educational organization governed by an 

independent Board of Directors and 
sup-ported by the contributions of those 

who endorse its mission. Gifts to AIIA are 
tax deductible as per sections 170 and 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue code. All 
donations are personally acknowledged  

and promptly receipted. An envelope 
is enclosed for your convenience. 

NOTE: If you do not share our Christian 
convictions and worldview, we do not ask 
or expect you to support AIIA financially.

AIIA Founder, Director, 
and PROCLAMATION 
Editor:  Daryl E. Witmer

Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
What is apologetics? The word means to reply with reason, to make a case 
for, or to defend. You could be an apologist for a sports team. Or for green tea!

Of course, Christian apologetics involves making a reasonable case for Christ 
and the essential doctrines and morals of historic Christianity. There is lots of 
evidence for making such a case. We cite much of it in this paper, issue after 
issue. But one facet of the case for Christianity that doesn’t often get mentioned 
is relationship. Christians enjoy a personal relationship with 
Christ. Faith is not just a religion or a dry creed. God actually
becomes real and knowable. He can be experienced. This is
rather unique among alternative religions and worldviews. 

Then also, Jesus calls His followers into a relationship with each other as 
evidence of true faith in Him: “By this will all men know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Christian unity is also evidence of 
the truth claims and deity of Christ (John 17:21). Francis Schaeffer claimed that 
real love among believers is the “final (ultimate) apologetic” for Christian truth.

Apologetics Thought-Provokers
“God provides enough evidence to convince those whose hearts are 
open but not enough evidence to coerce those whose hearts are 
closed.” Chamberlain & Price, Everyday Apologetics, © 2020, p14.

“[Pascal] argued explicitly that there is enough light for those who want to 
believe and enough obscurity for those who don’t.” “To put it simply: if you 
are looking for God you will likely succeed; if you are
 avoiding him, you will also likely succeed.” — Gavin 
Ortlund, Why God Makes Sense in a World That 
Doesn’t, Baker Academic, © 2021, pages 213-214.

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

There are a number of very intelligent people who believe that we are all 
part of an elaborate Matrix-like computer simulation created by an advanced 
civilization in an alternate universe. Can that idea be refuted?
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Monson, Maine.
! July 2, 2022 | Return of the God Hypothesis. Reviewing Stephen Meyer’s powerful new book.  By reservation.

! August 6, 2022 | Aliens. (DVD)  If proven to exist, would UAPs and aliens cancel Christianity? By reservation.

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
Woody Allen once said: "What if everything is an illusion and nothing exists? In that case I definitely overpaid 
for my carpet." All levity aside, The Simulation Hypothesis (TSH) holds that the odds that we as humans exist 
in ‘base reality’ are only one in billions; that we are most likely part of a sophisticated simulation. Inventor and 
technology futurist Ray Kurzweil once had a little fun with this concept. He said, "Maybe our universe is the 
science experiment of some junior high school student in another universe." He then joked that, based on the 
way things are going in this universe and world right now, she may not be going to get a very good grade!

Perhaps you’re saying, “This view is way too far-fetched for me!” Yet it’s true that many bright minds (Elon Musk, 
Nick Bostrom, others) have endorsed the concept. Every sincere challenge deserves a thoughtful response, right? 
Christians should be prepared to defend the gospel against an idea instead of avoiding it or being dismissive.

Here are four possible lines of response: 1) Actually, the latest secular scientific opinions appear to be casting 
more doubt on the plausibility of TSH; 2) As of now TSH is ultimately scientifically unprovable because it’s 
practically unfalsifiable. Of course, so are Christianity, unicorns, and the claim that inside every true American 

are 1,776 very tiny undetectable flags! In such instances, a case must rest on evidence alone. And there’s a lot 
of solid evidence for the Christian worldview. 3) The argument for TSH is actually an argument for an Intelligent 
designer! 4) If the TSH designer is the God of the Bible, He would seem to have contradicted His own revelation 
about the nature of reality. If it is not the God of the Bible, many more questions are raised, e.g. Why has the de- 
signer never self-revealed? Why is the Christian worldview written into the simulation? What’s the end game?

Is it possible that TSH proponents are a little like Charlie Brown who once wrote a letter to the Great Pumpkin: 
“Everyone tells me that you’re a fake, but I believe in you. P.S. If you really are a fake, don’t tell me. I don’t want 
to know.” Could TSH be a convenient alternative to reality as described in the Bible, where we are all sinners 
by birth, fully accountable to a holy God, needing to repent, accept His grace in Christ, and live in obedience?

FOR FURTHER READING: https://www.gotquestions.org/simulation-theory.html

The Maine Witmer Family Report
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	
the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2022 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.

Here’s our son Stephen and daughter- 
in-law Emma,with Samuel (13), Annie 
(11), and Henry (9). Oh, yes, and Calvin 
(2). Stephen continues to serve Pepperell 
Christian Fellowship in Pepperell MA, 
and to work with Small Town Summits.

These are indeed troubling times. Yet in the 
midst of it all and along with bodies that are 
aging and in my case seem to be wearing out 
(I’ll spare you the details), Mary and I are grate- 
ful for so many blessings! One of them is living 
here in Monson, Maine—our home for 47 years 
now. And 2022 is Monson’s 200th anniversary!
A hymn from my childhood sometimes comes 
to mind: “O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee 
to the end. Be Thou forever near me, my Master 
and my friend. I shall not fear the battle if Thou 
art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if 
Thou wilt be my guide.”  Okay — have I ever 
told you about the day I finally got up the nerve 
to propose to Mary? I said: “Well, honey, I think 
I’m at last ready to walk down the aisle.” She 
said, “Good” and sent me to the grocery store!
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