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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
Pandemics. War. Death. Rising costs. Food shortages. Abuse. Division. Fear. 
What does Christian apologetics have to do with all of this? Isn’t apologetics 
somewhat irrelevant — a long way from the real and troubled world in which 
we live? Actually, no.  A significant connection is noted in 1 Peter 3:14-15. 
In brief, it’s this: the darker the night of trouble, the brighter the light of Christ. 
Jesus is the light of the world (John 1:4,9). And to the extent that they reflect 
Him, His followers will also shine as lights of hope in the darkness (Matthew 
5:14; John 8:12). People everywhere need hope. People are drawn to hope. 
Apologetics validates the intellectually rational basis for hoping in Christ.

If you’re willing to live with no hope or ultimate meaning in life, you might 
want to follow the lead of a scientific naturalist like Richard Dawkins. If you’d 

prefer to follow a spiritual leader who claims to have had key revelations from 
God that contradict the Bible, Mohammed (Islam), Joseph Smith (Mormonism), 
Helen Schucman (A Course in Miracles), W.S. Sadler (The Urantia Book), or 
Bahá’u'lláh (Bahá’ísm) would all be candidates. If you want laws, you might 
turn to Moses (Judaism). If you’d prefer to worship creation but deny a Creator, 
there’s Wicca. If you’re looking for human-based insight into suffering, there’s 
Siddhartha Gautama (Buddhism). But if you’re looking for a spiritual leader 
who has given His life to forgive you and save you and who now invites you to 
know Him personally, the field of candidates narrows to just one: Jesus Christ.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“[W]hen someone claims that my belief in Jesus as the 
only way is intolerant and offensive, they ignore the fact 
that their pluralist approach is likewise intolerant and 
offensive.”  — Mike Licona, noted Christian apologist

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

Listen, I don’t deny that there’s some sort of great being or “God” out there. 
But why do we need to divide over the particulars? What’s the problem with 
just accepting a wide variety of spiritual views as long as we all try to live 
good lives and love and accept everybody else?
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine.
! May 7, 2022 | Christianity, Cults, & Religions. Fifteen worldviews. Keynote presentation.  By reservation only.

! June 4, 2022 | Aliens. Do aliens and UFOs exist? If so, would they disprove Christianity?  By reservation only.

DID YOU KNOW THAT . . .
 

• You’re a reader at one of the over 9,000 U.S. addresses to which we currently mail this bimonthly thoughtletter?
• Another great Christian Apologetics conference is coming to New England this Spring? Check the March 21, 
2022, blog on our website for details on an event scheduled for May 20-21 in Windham NH, organized by our 
colleague in apologetics ministry, Tim Peirce, in cooperation with Biola-on-the-Road.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE: PERSON OF INTEREST, by J. Warner Wallace
After having thoroughly reviewed this new resource with the help of others at our
Faith Matters event in March, we can say that we’re very favorably impressed with 
this new curriculum published by Zondervan in 2021. Use it to fortify believers or to
persuade seekers. The set includes a DVD, a textbook, and a Study Guide. For more details, see our web store.

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
ANSWER: Would any competent lifeguard who realizes that a man is caught in an undertow and in danger of 
drowning just sit there on his lifeguard stand and wait until the guy himself realizes the danger he’s in? No way! 
Great lifeguards are proactive. And in the same way, all honorable Christians who realize that apart from Christ 
people will die spiritually and be separated from God forever in hell are going to act. It’s no time to be passive. 
Civil and polite? Yes. But not passive. Folks need to know that it’s unsafe to float along in the deadly undertow 
of pluralism, relativism, and moralistic therapeutic deism (look that last term up). They need to be warned that 
only Jesus can save their soul. Believers who have come to know Christ personally feel compelled to throw out 
the lifeline of the Christian gospel. If those who are in danger of drowning refuse to grab the lifeline, that’s up 
to them. But any conscientious person who has the ability to help someone in need is going to take steps to do 
just that. John Calvin once said that a good dog will always defend its master. Those who have come to know 
Christ as Master and who understand that He is the only viable basis for salvation, are going to want to defend 
Him and His truth, and to share the good news with others in a kind and gentle but clear and firm manner.

FOR FURTHER READING: Search our website for our thoughtletter entitled Five Problems with Agnosticism.

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The other day Mary came home from the grocery store quite enthused. “Guess what!”
she said. “I got one whole bag of flour for the price of just two, with a second bag 
thrown in free!” Okay, that didn’t really happen. She is actually a very savvy shopper.

Here’s a photo of our son Tim and his family, taken on the momentous occasion of
Malachi’s (back row) baptism as a follower of Jesus (3/20/2022). Late last year Tim 
and Amy took in two very young children who needed a home for a while. So now 
when they visit, the highchairs come back out of mothballs! In front: Kaylee & Logan.

Mary and I appreciate the frequent affirming comments that many of you as readers
send our way. And — as somebody once said — “Even criticism is better than being
ignored. I just wish that people would be more specific. Which lake? Which kite?”

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2022 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.


