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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
I’m convinced that we’re fast approaching a time when spiritual confusion and 
intense pressure will trigger unprecedented doubt in many folks who currently 
claim to be Christians. People will begin to question their faith. Many will 
waver and fall. Even some leading gifted trusted spiritual leaders will fail — 
but not morally. Worse. They’ll renounce their faith. Jesus said that when this 
time comes many will fall away and many will be misled. (Matthew 24:10-11).

It is my hope and intent, by the grace of God and if I’m alive at the time, to be 
a fortifying influence for vulnerable believers. Even if I’m not alive I hope that 
my work and life-story will serve that same purpose. In the 1970s I personally 
deconstructed my faith. God brought me back from that brink. As a vocational 
apologist for 30+ years I’ve stared unbelief, skepticism, cultic and other non-
Christian worldviews right in the eye. Close enough at times, in fact, to feel 
the cold deadly blasts of speculation, e.g. “What if I’m wrong? Might they be 
right? Is what I’ve professed a big house of cards?” Close enough to smell the 
smoke of that morass. But God has protected me. The foundations have held. 
The evidence supporting our Christian claims is solid. Jesus is real. His Word 

is truth. I’m more convinced of that than ever. If you don’t feel so well-braced 
for what’s ahead, let alone able to stem a tide of unbelief, maybe we can help.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“Why do people suppress the evidence for God?  The God 
described in the Bible goes against the grain of today’s pop-
ular notions of spirituality. Many people may be receptive to 
the idea of a non-personal spiritual force that they can tap 
into. They might be willing to consider a great pantheistic 
pool of spirituality of which they are a part. But they are far 
less comfortable with the concept of a living, active, personal God who 
knows them, wants to interact with them, and has His own views about 
what they are doing with their lives.”  — Nancy Pearcey, author, apologist

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

I’m not a Christian. I only trust what I can know. How can a thinking person 
base their faith on an antiquated old book that repeatedly contradicts itself?
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine.
! March 5, 2022 | Person of Interest, Part 2.  A new curriculum by J. Warner Wallace. By reservation only.

! April 2, 2022 | The Case for Easter.  Review of a Strobel DVD and other Easter resources. By reservation only.

WHAT IS THE BEST AVAILABLE CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS RESOURCE? Sometimes we’re asked: “If we could 
afford just one or two apologetics texts for our home or church library, what would you suggest?” Or “What is 
the very best book for answering tough questions about the Christian faith?”  In response, we often refer folks to 
our all-time favorites as listed in AIIA’s Web Store at: http://aiiainstitute.org/aiia-store.  We do not sell products 
directly. And we receive no commission for promoting these resources. We simply provide brief descriptions 
and links to a few major vendors who do sell them. So visit our just-updated web store today for ideas. You’ll 
get an education in apologetics just by perusing the roster there. You should keep in mind that many tremendous 
resources are also available on the internet itself. For a list of our favorite and most-recommended web-based 
apologetics resources, visit our web site, pull down the RESOURCES tab, and click on the Valuable Links box. 

 WAS THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST JUST AN ELABORATELY SCRIPTED HOAX? 
    Is it possible that Jesus plotted His own crucifixion? Who is Hugh J. Schonfield?  Where is he
    today? Be sure to read our newly-revised (from 1993) thoughtletter entitled Schonfield vs Easter. 

Type       Type “Schonfield” into the search bar on AIIA’s website. Your Easter may never be quite the same.

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
ANSWER:  Legendary ABC News commentator Paul Harvey once said that “People reject 
the Bible, not because it contradicts itself, but because it contradicts them.” Do you read 
the Bible looking for solutions to difficult passages? Or are you looking for problems that 
will help you to discredit a book that you personally find inconvenient and convicting? 
If you honestly want solutions to tough texts, there are plenty of places to go: The Big Book of Bible Difficulties 
(Geisler), The Bible Handbook of Difficult Verses (McDowell), Hard Sayings of the Bible (Kaiser), many reputable 
Bible commentaries, and more. In case after case all of the so-called contradictions melt away like snowballs in 
Summer. FOR FURTHER READING: Search on AIIA’s website for our thoughtletter entitled “Errors in My Bible?”

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now that we’re in our 70s, Mary and I have begun to understand the reality expressed 
on the sweatshirt at right. But this also brings to mind excerpts from an old chorus: 
“I have heard of a land on a faraway strand; this a beautiful home of the soul. Built 
by Jesus on high, there we never shall die; this the land  where we'll never grow old.” 
That truth is solidly based in Scripture. 1 Corinthians 15:54 makes it clear that for 
every believer there is coming a day when “this mortal will put on immortality” 
and there will be no more pain or death or failing body parts (Revelation 21:4). 
I’ve been teaching a weekly class on Peter’s first letter to Christian believers in 
which he encourages us to be sustained through the “various trials” we’re now 
encountering by reading the promises of the future back into the miseries of 
the present. I’m aware of no other solid credible basis for hope and courage.

I’ll sign off this time with the following possibly true story. One evening a few weeks ago 
I arrived home from a full day at the Study Center. I said to Mary, “So what’s for dinner tonight?” 
She said, “Pork Rice Almond Ding.” I said, “Really? I like pork and rice and almonds. But what’s the ding?” 
She said, “That’s the sound of the alarm on the microwave. We’re eating Chinese takeout tonight.”

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2022 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.
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