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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
Thank you for budgeting the time to read along for another year. If you are a 
Christian believer I hope that your investment of 10-15 minutes six times this 
past year has served to fortify your faith. If you are not a believer I hope that 
your thinking has been challenged. If you were to say to me, “Well, I’m will-
ing to read about what you believe, but to believe is not to know,” I might 
respond: “Okay, suppose you asked me for the address of a mutual friend 
and I said: ‘Here’s the last address that I have on file. I'm not absolutely 
100% certain that this address is still accurate, but I’ve never heard that 
they’ve moved, so I believe it is.’ Would you say, ‘Then just forget it?’ No way. 
Because we all use the term believe for things that we’re confident about 
but perhaps can’t always 100% prove.” At the very bottom of this page is 
the same line that has appeared in every issue since 1994. That’s a lot of 
cumulative evidence! We hear much today about how important it is to 
“follow the science.” Well, why not follow the evidence when deciding what’s 
true about life? Juries often decide cases on the basis of a preponderance of 
evidence. So when I say “I believe,” I mean that I’ve become rationally 
convinced that the Bible is reliable, that Jesus lives, and that Christianity 
is true. My faith is an intelligent Bible-based faith, not a blind faith. Let me 
encourage you to get off the fence. Consider the evidence. Stake a thoughtful 
faith claim. Invite Jesus to rescue you from sin and be real in your life.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“Jesus of Nazareth is, arguably, the most influential human 
being to ever walk the earth. If you're going to call yourself a 
pursuer of truth you have to at least read what He allegedly 
said and did. He's the center of human history. You're not going 
to look into Him?!”― Frank Turek, Christian apologist, author, 
noted speaker. We recently interviewed Turek. See back side.

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

In your previous issue (Volume 31, Number 5) you claimed that the Bible 
is 100% without error. But then you added a qualifier, saying that only the 
Bible as originally recorded is without error. What’s the use of even making 
your claim, given the fact that no original manuscripts of the Bible exist?!
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine and elsewhere.
! November 6, 2021 | Rocks & Fossils. Reviewing a sequel to Is Genesis History? (DVD). By reservation only.

! December 4, 2021 | The Case for Christmas.  A review of Lee Strobel’s great little book. By reservation only.

" BE THE FIRST TO GET THE LATEST APOLOGETICS NEWS AND INFORMATION from AIIA and the Witmers 
    by subscribing to AIIA’s Staying-in-the-Loop blog at AIIAInstitute.org. You’ll then get an emailed notification.

" HOW ABOUT JOINING OTHERS WHO SUPPORT THE AIIA INSTITUTE when shop-
ping on AmazonSmile.com? Choose AIIA Institute as your designated charity. Enjoy the 
same prices as usual when you Christmas shop. It’s quite simple. Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of all of your eligible purchases to AIIA as a non-profit charitable 
organization. You’ll help us. We’ll appreciate it. Everybody will be smiling.

" BE SURE TO WATCH OUR MOST RECENT VIDEO RELEASE: WHY JESUS? 
    We revisit the question posed in AIIA’s 2016 conference title, this time by 
    means of a three-way interview featuring Ryan Goding, Frank Turek, and 
    myself. Find it (easily) under the Resources/Videos menu tab on our website.

Here’s Our Response to the Apologetics IQ Test
ANSWER:  Although no original manuscripts of the Bible exist (that is, no actual parchment or scrolls on which 
Moses, David, Isaiah, Matthew, Paul, and the other Bible writers actually put their quill), so many copies of those 
original manuscripts (MSS) exist that were made so near to the time that the original documents were authored 
that we can be reliably certain of what the original MSS themselves said. Suppose someone named Harry writes 
you a short three-sentence letter that gets lost in the mail. But before he mailed it he showed it to his friends Sue, 
Jim, Kirstie, Josh, and Fred. You don’t need to talk to Harry or read the original letter he penned in order to know 
with certainty what Harry’s letter said. You can ask his friends to mail you their best recollection of what his letter 
said. By carefully comparing the letters that you receive from Sue, Jim, Kirstie, Josh, and Fred — even if there are 
some typos and/or variations in their letters — you can be confident about what Harry’s actual original letter to 

you said. It’s somewhat that way with the Bible. More than 5,800 Greek MSS for the New Testament exist today, 
and they were all copied closer to the date of the original MSS than is the case for any other ancient literature.

FURTHER READING: See our thoughtletter, On the Reliability of the Bible, first published in April of 1991!

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Early one morning during our one-week family vacation this past Summer,
our three sons arose at 4:30 AM, drove to Baxter State Park, and climbed to
the top of Mt. Katahdin, Maine’s highest mountain, via The Knife Edge trail. 
There’s a reason they call it The Knife Edge. (Watch a Youtube video sometime.)
I’ve personally toyed with the idea of being the first to summit The Big K  by 
wheelchair via The Knife Edge, but have recently decided to wait until I’m 100 
years old to do so. That should heighten the drama. Meanwhile, there are other
hills to climb. “I want to scale the utmost height and catch a gleam of glory 
bright; but still I’ll pray till heaven I’ve found, ‘Lord, plant my feet on higher 
ground.’” I’ve been singing that song (lyrics by Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1898) 
since childhood. I can still hear my mother singing it — and now she’s there. 
Who knows when we (who are in Christ) will also summit? Happy Holidays!

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2021 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.


