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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
One day in late July the Study Center door opened and in walked an AT hiker. 
He said, “You probably don’t remember me, but three years ago you came up 
to me under a tree by the lake when I was feeling discouraged about having to 
pull off the trail prematurely. Now I’m back. I’m gonna make it this year!” He 
continued, “We talked about faith that day. You gave me a book by C.S. Lewis.” 
I said, “Have you read it?” He said, “Not yet, but I will.” He told me that he’d 
been into Taoism and Buddhism. I said, “Have you given Jesus a fair hearing? 
Would you read the Bible if I give you a copy?” He agreed. So I handed him a 
small New Testament. (Hikers eschew any extra weight). We talked for another 
half-hour, I prayed for him, he thanked me, and headed out. I’m asking God to 
draw him to Truth as I follow his progress via his hourly GPS tracking signals.

    Three days later I’m into another lively conversa-
    tion with a middle-aged lady by the busy public
     boat landing — steps from the Study Center. I say,
    “Where’s home?” She points to an RV. Within two
     minutes she is telling me that she believes that the
     universe is all there is. I say, “But how did it get 
here?” She says, “The Big Bang.” I say, “But how did whatever went ‘bang’ get 
here?” She says, “It’s all energy.” I say, “Well, the Bible makes it clear that God 
is the creator of energy. Have you ever read the Bible?” “No, and I don’t want 
to because I’m okay with where I am.”  I introduce Pascal’s Wager into the 
conversation and quote the words of Jesus at one point. Then the visit ends. 
Cordially. Who knows? Maybe she’ll be back and look me up in three years.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“If Christians could be trained to provide solid evidence for 
what they believe and good answers to unbelievers’ questions 
and objections, then the perception of Christians would slowly 
change. Christians would be seen as thoughtful people to be 
taken seriously rather than as emotional fanatics or buffoons. 
The gospel would be a real alternative for people to embrace.”
― William Lane Craig, noted Christian philosopher, apologist.

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.
Is the entire Bible actually really totally without error?
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine and elsewhere.
! September 4, 2021 | Brief Answers to Tough Questions. Reviewing 10 relevant resources. By reservation only.

! October 2, 2021 | Bart Ehrman (DVD): How Jesus Became God. Critiquing the noted critic. By reservation only.

What’s New?!
" Meet our new ministry partner and likely successor organization (when the time comes), by pulling down 
    the SERVICES tab on our website to ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND. Or visit https://www.anchornewengland.org

" Two highly recommended resources: “Before You Lose Your Faith” — refutes “progressive”
    Christianity, and “How Do We Know That Christianity is True?” by Chris Morphew. (TGBC)

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
ANSWER:  Yes — there is solid ground for claiming that the entire Bible, rightly understood and as originally 
recorded, is really totally 100% without error — even when it speaks to matters of history and science. All 
apparent contradictions have long since been resolved, and so-called errors have melted away, after factoring in 
the use of metaphors, hyperbole, euphemisms, round numbers, the reporting of falsehoods, context, the partic-
ular focus of its human writers, irregularities of grammar and spelling, the lack of modern technical precision, 
scribal issues in transmission, etc.  In the end, for those looking for evidence that the Bible is inerrant, it’s there 
and it’s solid. Those opposing the Bible’s message (like Bart Ehrman) deliberately ignore or distort such evidence. 

FURTHER READING: Click the links on AIIA’s website for 1) Our ”Ehrman on Abiathar” thoughtletter, 2) Chicago 
Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (Article XIII). See also The Big Book of Bible Difficulties (Introductory section).

The Maine Witmer Family Report
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	God’s	truth.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

July 2021 was Witmer Family Month. First, a wonderful week together with our three sons (Andrew, Stephen, 
and Tim) and their wives (Maureen, Emma, and Amy) and children (left to right: Katie, Ben, John, Logan, Kaylee, 
Malachi, Samuel, Annie, Henry) — see photo (left below). Then a great week with my father, Eugene, who flew 
in from PA. He will be 94 in September. Sadly, this was his first visit ever without my mother by his side. Mother 
died in November of 2019. Still, we had a great time together (see photo, right below — Talking Things Over).

Thanks once again for budgeting the time to read along. Now go be like Humpty Dumpty — have a great Fall!

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2021 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read 

the blogs, and view the most recent videos created with AIIA’s ministry partner, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.


