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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
Late last year a couple walked into our Study Center. They said, “We’ve been 
strolling around this little storybook village and were drawn to your beautiful 
facility snuggled down here by the lake. What do you do here?” I explained 
that we provide evidence for historic Christian faith. Then I asked, “Are you 
Christians?” One of them said, “Well, I was raised Catholic 
but I have many questions. One big issue for me is why 
millions of people in this big wide world would be 
condemned just because they didn’t happen to be raised 
as Christians. That doesn’t seem very God-like to me.” 

On another occasion I had just finished speaking to a ministry group on the 
campus of the University of Maine in Farmington and was fielding questions. 
The very last question came from a young man who said, “I’d like to believe, 
but I can’t get around how so many people in history are supposedly damned 
just because they haven’t accepted Christ as Savior. That doesn’t seem right.”

So in this issue we’re tackling this objection head-on. Why don’t you try to 
answer it yourself before reading our answer? If you think that your response 
is better than ours and would fit the same limited space — please send it in!

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“Jesus is one of the very few persons in history who founded 
a great world religion or who, like Plato or Aristotle, has set 
the course of human thought and life for centuries. Jesus is 
in that tiny, select group. On the other hand, there’ve been 
a number of persons over the years who have implicitly or 
explicitly claimed to be divine beings from other worlds. Many of them were 
demagogues; many more were leaders of small self-contained sects of true 
believers. What is unique about Jesus is that he is the only member of the 
first set of persons who is also a member of the second.” — Timothy Keller

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.
How can you believe in a religion that condemns millions and even billions 
of people just because they aren’t Christians? Most weren’t raised as Christians 
or even ever lived in a country where they knew anything about Christianity.
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine, and elsewhere.
! March 6, 2021 | Does God Exist? Join us in reviewing this powerful DVD-based lecture by Alister McGrath.

! April 3, 2021 | The New Testament Canon. Dr. Michael J. Kruger (on DVD) presents the case for 27 NT books.

Now see this —  on AIIA’s website!
! View AIIA’s latest video featuring an interview with Hillary 
Ferrer. ! Download a free copy of the ad that’s running in two 
major Maine publications this Winter. Perhaps you’d be willing 
to fund the placement of a similar ad in a publication in
your area? If so, let us know. ! Who is Ryan Goding 
and what is Anchor New England (ANE)? Visit AIIA’s
website, pull down the SERVICES menu, and find out!

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
QUESTION:  How can you believe in a religion that condemns millions or even billions of people just because 
they aren’t Christians? Many of them weren’t raised as Christians or ever even knew anything about Christianity!

ANSWER:  1) According to the Bible, Jesus came into the world to save people, not to condemn them (John 3:17). 
God is not willing that any should (spiritually) perish (2 Peter 3:9). 2) Jesus predicted that the majority of humanity 
would reject Him and His offer of grace. He said that most people will pursue their own path, ending in disaster 
(Mathew 7:13-14). The majority of humanity numbers in the billions. 3) Salvation in Christ is not solely based on 
geography and culture. In heaven there will be people from every tribe, language group, race, and nation (Rev-
elation 5:9). Regardless of where someone is raised, God makes Himself known through nature and conscience 
(Romans 1:20). Those whom He calls and who persistently search for Him are able to find Him (Jeremiah 29:13). 
Some folks raised as Hindu (or Muslim, Shinto, atheist) have become Christians. Others raised as Christians from 
infancy have rejected Christ. 4) Every soul on earth has been infected in the great pandemic of sin (Romans 5:12). 
5) Does God awaken in everyone the faith to trust Him and do so with the same intensity through the exact same 
circumstances? Clearly not. Are we in any position to inveigh against Him for that? No. (Romans 9). 6) Is Christi-
anity the only “exclusivist” belief system? No. (Even truth itself is exclusive, by definition). 7) Christians do not 
believe “in a religion,” but in Jesus. Jesus is kind and good. He will save all who turn to Him — you included.

The Maine Witmer Family Report
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m transferring out of the van. It’s 9 above zero (F), the wind is blowing at 17 mph, and my wheelchair is slipping 
in snow on my way into the Study Center. I’m thinking to myself: “This isn’t just uncomfortable; it’s dangerous. 
Why am I doing this at age 69? Why am I still living here and doing this?” The answer is always the same: the 
God who called me here at the age of 24 continues to put within me a love for this place and this work.” So my 
spirit stays warm as my hands and legs freeze. I’m right where God wants
me to be (at least for now), come ice, snow, or mud. That usually works.

Mary’s birthday is March 27. I recall taking her out to dinner a few years 
ago. Staring deeply into her eyes I said, "Honey, you look the same as you 
did when I married you 45 years ago." She said, "I should. I'm still wear-
ing the same dress." I said, “Really? Well, then, let’s buy you a new one 
right now.” She quoted the price. I said, “Way too much.” She tried twice 
more. The last time I said, “But isn’t there something cheaper?” She held 
up a mirror. Okay — just joking. But here she is (in an apron) with Tim, 
visiting with his family — about to whip up a big Homer Hill breakfast.

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2021 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read the 
blogs, and view the most recent videos created through AIIA’s new initiative, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.


