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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
One morning in late September (2020) I met Butterscotch just outside AIIA’s 
Study Center. Butterscotch was probably in her early 20s and was in Monson 
while hiking the Appalachian Trail (AT). Almost all AT hikers use trail names, 
and this hiker’s trail name was Butterscotch (altered slightly here to assure 
anonymity). She told me that she was from New York City and was hiking the 
trail alone. I said, “Aren’t your parents worried about you being way up here 
by yourself in such remote country?” She said, “No, actually they’d be more 
worried about me being back in NYC — you know, with COVID and all.” 

I said, “What will you do after you’ve finished the AT?” She 
said, “I plan to hike another trail in Colorado.” I said, “How 
about after that?” She said, “Well, I plan to study physics
and get a degree.” I said, “How about after that? Get mar-
ried? Raise a family? Live a life? But then, how about after
that?” She smiled and said, “I’m not sure.” So I said, “Do 
you believe in an afterlife?” She said, “Well, I’m Jewish.” 
I replied, “Great — Jesus was also Jewish, and so were His 
closest followers. What do you believe about Jesus?” And

the conversation went on from there. As she later went on her way I prayed 
that the Spirit of God would make that phrase — “But how about after that?” 
— echo in her ears for days and weeks and until she took up my challenge to 
read more about Jesus in the Gospels. I went inside to my office. My day was 
off to a good start, doing just what I’m here to do — pointing people to Truth.

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
Billy Graham, the famous American evangelist (1918–2018), 
was once asked, “If Christianity is valid, why is there so much 
evil in the world?" Graham replied, "With so much soap, why
are there so many dirty people in the world? Christianity, 
like soap, must be personally applied if it is to make a difference in our lives.”

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.
I’m perfectly content as a non-Christian. I don’t believe in an afterlife and 
even if I did I would never consider a religion as restrictive and exclusivist 
as Christianity.
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On the Agenda — at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine, and elsewhere.
! January 2, 2021 | Wicca, Witches, Harry Potter. Review of a Wiccan-produced DVD and other references.

! February 6, 2021 | Handling 25 Common Objections. A lecture and interactive session with D. Witmer. 

Did You Know that there’s far more to AIIA than this thoughtletter?!
• View two new ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND videos produced especially for AIIA:  Putting Words in God’s
   Mouth and An Interview with Hillary Morgan Ferrer, the co-author and editor of Mama Bear Apologetics.
• Read the most current blogs. Learn what the evil Roman emperor NERO has to do with COVID-19 in 2021.
• Explore AIIA’s website. Interact with us (questions, feedback, address corrections) via the Contact page.
• Research scores of apologetics-related subjects in articles published over a period of
   more than 30 years — all double-indexed in AIIA’s online thoughtletter archives.

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
QUESTION:  I’m perfectly content as a non-Christian. I don’t believe in an afterlife and 
even if I did I would never consider a religion as restrictive and exclusivist as Christianity.

ANSWER:    “Lots of things that bring contentment are not true. Would you be willing to consider something 
                     if it disturbed your contentment but might actually be true? And how do you know that there is no
          conscious existence after death? The main reason that people claim to not believe in an afterlife is
           that they think that the idea is a naive wish-fulfillment in the face of the fear of death. But disbelief 
          in an afterlife could have the same intellectual status. It could be the hopeful wish that there might
          be no accountability to anyone after we die, and the hope that there is no intrusive authority in
                     our lives before that time.” — Richard B. Keyes, director of L’Abri in Southborough MA
NOTE: This answer is actually the abridged version of a more complete response by Dick Keyes which AIIA first 
published in September, 2002. Download the FREE (and recently updated) PDF file of the Proclamation thought-
letter where Keyes answers other aspects of this charge, along with two other objections from seasoned skeptics. 
Simply click on the Hardball Skepticism slide when viewing the home page of AIIA’s website at AIIAInstitute.org

The Maine Witmer Family Report
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For as long as Mary and I have called Monson home we have been 
actively involved as members of the Monson Community Church 
(EFC). For many of those years I served as the church’s pastor. But 
in more recent times attendance and finances have dwindled to 
critically low levels, eventually rendering us unable to financially 
support a minister at all. Yet we still own a great Parsonage. So we
invited a pastor just called to the church in Abbot (eight miles to
our south) to live in our Parsonage with his family rent-free in 
exchange for his preaching in Monson on Sundays. Pastor David 
W. Ray, Jr., who has served our church faithfully for 18+ years (and 
owns his own home) will continue to serve Grace Bible Church in 
Sangerville while finding other ways to support his growing family. 
Such adjustments are always challenging, and all of this has meant more responsibility for Mary (with custodial 
duties) and me (as Church Chairman) — none of which we were looking for at this point in our lives. But we’re 
still marching, intent on keeping the gospel light lit in this little town. Meanwhile, for Christmas I gave Mary a 
two-carat diamond. She seemed very pleased — until she began to detect the faint smell of Cracker Jacks. Drat.

VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2021 schedule of events — 
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read the 
blogs, and view the most recent videos created through AIIA’s new initiative, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.


