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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, Readers —
In late summer the salmon are at full run in Alaska’s Katmai National Park —
chinook (king) salmon, sockeye (red) salmon, and coho (silver) salmon. I’m
totally fascinated to watch the big brown bears fishing the rivers and falls live
on the EXPLORE channels. Especially the mother bears with their cubs — so
vigilant, so protective. And that’s the dramatic metaphor behind a new book by Hillary Morgan Ferrer and her team of
co-writers: Mama Bear Apologetics, © 2019 Harvest House.
The book equips mothers to inoculate their teens against the
many deadly “isms” of our age: postmodernism, relativism,
skepticism, Marxism (how relevant is that?!), and more. After
reading it I immediately ordered three copies to give to my
three daughters-in-law as they strive to protect our nine
grandchildren in the years ahead. For more information and
a link to the Mama Bear podcast, read my August 19 blog
which can be found by clicking BLOG at AIIAInstitute.org. While you’re there
on AIIA’s website, be sure to check out the Area Activities submenu under
AIIA Study Center for a recently updated list of exciting things to do and great
places to eat when you next travel to Monson for an AIIA-related event or to
tour the Study Center and visit with us in person. COVID-19 won’t last forever!

Apologetics Thought-Provoker
“Bertrand Russell (1872–1970) argued that if everything needs a cause, then so
does God. And if all things do not need a cause, then neither does the world.
But in neither case do we need a First Cause. [Well, his] major premise was
false. Theists do not claim that everything needs a cause. The principle of
causality states only that everything that begins (or is finite) needs a cause. If
something does not have a beginning, then it obviously does not need a Beginner. Non-theists such as Russell acknowledge that the universe does not need a
cause — it is just ‘there.’ If the universe can just ‘be there’ without a cause, why
can’t God?” — Norman Geisler (1932-2019), Christian apologist and author.
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We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.

Christians claim that Jesus was born of a virgin. That’s scientifically impossible.
Why would they accept the claims of an old religious book over hard science?

More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!

On the Agenda at AIIA’s Study Center in Maine — and elsewhere.
! November 7, 2020 | Is the supernatural real? We’ll be reviewing a Blu-ray documentary: The Unseen Realm.
! December 5, 2020 | Does God exist? Join us for this RZIM-produced DVD-based lecture by Alister McGrath.
VISIT AIIA’S WEBSITE TODAY for the latest listing of our complete 2020-2021 schedule of events —
including details, dates, times, and topics. While there, be sure to click the slideshow on the home page, read the
blogs, and view the most recent videos created through AIIA’s new initiative, ANCHOR NEW ENGLAND.

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO THE AIIA INSTITUTE in 2020-2021 by shopping
on AmazonSmile! Join many others already participating in the AmazonSmile program.
Just go to AmazonSmile.com, choose AIIA Institute as your designated charity, and begin
Christmas shopping at the same prices as usual. It’s that simple. Amazon will then donate
0.5% of the price of all of your eligible purchases to AIIA as a non-profit charitable organization. You’ll be helping us, we’ll be appreciating you, and everybody will be smiling.

Here’s Our Response to this Issue’s Apologetics IQ Test
QUESTION: Christians claim that Jesus was born of a virgin. But that’s scientifically impossible! Why would
anyone be so naive as to accept the claims of an old religious book over hard science?
ANSWER: It may surprise you to learn that with the advent of embryonic transfer, in vitro fertilization, stem cell
genetics, and other new developments, a virgin birth (see parthenogenesis) is now considered to be at least theoretically, technically, scientifically possible. In fact it always has been possible for a female to become pregnant
(by seminal fluid) without actual sexual intercourse having occurred, as reproductive health officials often try to
make clear. But of course the biblical account of the conception and birth of Jesus refers to much more than
a mere human event. The angel Gabriel told Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy —
the Son of God.” Does that strike you as “unscientific?” Or at least supernatural and miraculous?
It was. But miracles happen. And this would have actually been a fairly ‘small’ miracle for a God
who created the entire universe. Centuries before Jesus was born God’s prophets had predicted
that, when He came, the Messiah would be born of a virgin. The fact that those prophecies came
true is one of many evidences that the Bible is certainly not just “an old religious book,” but the Word of God.
FOR FURTHER STUDY: Read my entire Proclamation article defending the virgin birth of Jesus, published in
1999, and later republished by Christian Answers at: https://christiananswers.net/q-aiia/virginbirth.html

The Maine Witmer Family Report

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here are Tim and Amy with (left to right) Malachi, Kaylee, and Logan. They live in Linneus, Maine (Aroostook
County), where Tim works as Materials Manager for the
Louisiana-Pacific company and Amy is an Occupational
Therapist. Tim is also a registered Maine Guide. He typically
leads a few wilderness trips each summer for family and
other groups on Maine’s waterways (such as the Allagash).
So here come the holidays and more cold weather. I recall
the mad rush that I encountered at the mall some years ago.
I was being pushed along by the crowd. Turning to a lady
nearby, I said, "Have you ever seen such chaos?" She said,
"There's a reason for it, buddy. You're in the ladies' room!"
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all. We’re already anticipating meeting with you in the brand new year.

