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Dear AIIA Family, Friends, and Readers —
What does Christian apologetics have to do with coronavirus, a presidential 
campaign, and troubled economic times? How relevant is AIIA to today’s 
shocking headlines? The connection may be greater than you think.

Uncertainty breeds fear. Jesus is the prince of peace. Adversity knocks the 
props out from under our false sense of human self-sufficiency. God is a refuge 
and strength to all who trust in Him. Confusion provokes questions about what 
is true and which way to turn. Jesus is the truth. He will direct the paths of all 
who acknowledge Him rather than leaning on their own understanding. Death 
forces a keen awareness of the fragility of human life. Jesus offers eternal life.

JESUS stands at the INTERSECTION of coronavirus and hope,
of politics and purpose, of truth and every current human

event or future development. So apologetics and evangelism
must also stand in that place, pointing people to Him. And

that’s why we’re doing exactly what He’s commissioned us to
do. At times the connection may seem less apparent, but Christ

is the only ultimate solution for individuals — and for the nation.

Featured Apologetics Quote
“Truth by definition is exclusive. Everything cannot be true. 
If everything is true, then nothing is false. And if nothing is false, 
then it would also be true to say everything is false. We cannot 
have it both ways. One should not be surprised at the claims 
of exclusivity. The reality is that even those who deny truth's 
exclusivity, in effect, exclude those who do not deny it. The 
truth quickly emerges. The law of noncontradiction does apply 
to reality: two contradictory statements cannot both be true in 
the same sense. Thus, to deny the law of noncontradiction is to affirm it at the 
same time. You may as well talk about a one-ended stick as talk about truth 
being all-inclusive.“ — Ravi Zacharias | The Logic of God © 2019 Zondervan

What’s Your Apologetics IQ?
We encourage every reader (Christian or not) to write out your best response to the 
following question or objection before flipping the paper over to read our response. This 
is an opportunity to test your acumen in Christian apologetics. Even if you’re not a
believer it will allow you to measure how well you understand the Christian position.
“Think about it. God murdered Bathsheba’s baby, killed all the firstborn sons in 
Egypt, sent bears to maul little boys just being boys, and commanded Joshua to 
kill all the children in Jericho. Now you Christians want us to believe that this 

same God suddenly cares about ’unborn babies’? Really?! I don’t think so.”
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On the Agenda at AIIA’s Study Center — and otherwise.
! June 6, 2020 | Evidence That Demands a Verdict | Josh & Sean McDowell | New 6-session DVD curriculum.

! July 15, 2020 | Northern Maine Apologetics Conference — with AIIA’s Ryan Goding | Mapleton, Maine

VISIT	AIIA’S	WEBSITE	TODAY	for	the	latest	listing	of	our	complete	2020	schedule	—	including	event	details,	
dates,	times,	topics.	AND	WHILE	THERE	be	sure	to	also	click	the	slides,	read	the	blogs,	and	view	the	just-
posted	ANCHOR	NEW	ENGLAND	video	entitled,	A	SURE	HOPE.

Here’s Our Response to this issue’s Apologetics IQ Exercise
Because many assumptions here are mistaken, your confusion is understandable. But if you are sincere and not 
simply being sarcastic after having already drawn conclusions, we’re happy to try to clear things up. First, if one 
accepts the Scriptural proposition that God is good, then there must be moral justification for all that He does. 
How so in the cases cited here? Well, because God is the author of life He holds exclusive rights over all life — 
rights that we as humans cannot claim. God alone is fully justified in doing whatever He will with human life. 
Second, because we seldom know the whole story, we are often unable to grasp how God’s choices are good at 
the time. In the case of Bathsheba’s baby, death may have spared the child from growing up to reject God out-
right (as did his siblings), and from endless ridicule as an illegitimate son. In the case of Joshua, wasn’t it better 
to have wiped out nations that were routinely sacrificing children on altars of fire than to allow them to go on 
perpetuating such horror generation after generation? In a sinful fallen world sometimes it may be good to opt 
for the lesser of two awful alternatives. As for the the story of the bears, a number of reputable Bible translations 
render the term for those taunting Elisha as “youths,” not “children.” Many scholars believe that this was actually 
a gang of rowdy rebellious young men out to torment the elderly revered prophet of 
God. That would have been an affront to God Himself. And as for the first-born of 
Egypt, a symbolic dynamic was in play here that involved Isis, the false Egyptian god 
known as the protecter of children, as God demonstrated His power over Pharaoh 
and Egypt. Also, the first-borns were not necessarily limited to infants. Every first-born 
Egyptian son was slain. That presumably included even middle-age and older men. 
So this was essentially a judgement on all Egyptians who had been afflicting the 
Hebrew people for years and years. Now God was turning the tables on them with 
full justification. Pharaoh had been, and perhaps still was, killing Hebrew infants at 
that time. The great truth is, all life is precious. The God who notices when even a 
tiny sparrow falls, loves all children, born and unborn. Jesus loved children. On one 
particularly memorable occasion (Matthew 19:14 ESV) He said, “Let the little children 
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”
* Check the web store on AIIA’s website for an excellent resource text entitled Is God a Moral Monster?

The Maine Witmer Family Report
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An	album	and	diary	of	one	family’s	effort	to	anchor	the	business	of	life	in	the	bedrock	of	truth.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Since the previous issue of this paper was published in mid-February, we have encountered an historic worldwide 
crisis of staggering proportions. COVID-19 has become a common term. So it seems a particularly appropriate time 
to double down on our convictions about the meticulous sovereignty of God — a providence that extends to every 

microbe in the universe. And let’s sing with much reassurance the 
second stanza of Katarina von Schlegel’s ageless hymn: “Be still, my 
soul: thy God doth undertake to guide the future as He has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious shall 
be bright at last. Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know His 
voice, who ruled them while He dwelt below.“ The old family photo 
at right was taken in 1990, 30 years ago almost to the day. The years 
come and go — as do the months. And if April showers bring May 
flowers, we certainly know what May flowers bring . . . pilgrims, of 
course! (with credits to longtime reader and AIIA supporter Debby 
Falkenburg of Carmel, Maine). Thanks for reading along once again.


