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Dear AIIA family, friends, and readers —

We want to extend a special welcome in this issue to all readers who have 
joined us by responding to one of our Spring 2019 ads in Yankee, Maine 
magazine, Maine Seniors, and Downeast magazine. Not all of you share our 
Christian worldview. Some of you are skeptics or adherents of non-Christian 
religions. Well, good for you to check out this paper anyway — and hopefully, 
from time to time, you’ll let us know what you think about what you’re reading.

The benefit of communicating directly with others who do not share our views 
was illustrated for me some time ago when a Buddhist subscriber stated in an 
email to me that “In 325 A.D. the Council of Nicea purged 
references to reincarnation from the Bible. Prior to that,” 
he wrote, “reincarnation was a common belief in Christ-
ianity.” I quickly refuted that.* But in researching his claim 
I discovered that some early church councils did condemn
the doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul, which some 
have confused with the transmigration of the soul, or
reincarnation. Perhaps that’s how the falsity alleged by 
my Buddhist friend got started and is still being perpetrated.

He also said: “I have problems with the Old Testament's 
God, for example, telling Moses to kill all of the non-believers that lived around 
him. This is the same God that gave Moses the Commandment to not kill.” 

I replied: “The sixth commandment in Exodus 20 is more accurately translated 
(and understood) as ‘Thou shalt not murder.’ It's not prohibiting the swatting 
of house flies . . . or going to war for a just cause. And yes, the truth is that 
sometimes God Himself ‘goes to war’ in acts of judgment against evil — 
quite often, it seems, in order to prevent even greater evil.”

We both seemed to learn a great deal as the result of our exchange, and I trust 
that the same sort of benefit will accrue for you through this paper over time. 
By the way, on June 1 our Faith Matters event will focus on Buddhism. Plus: 
June 1 is also the date for the annual Nosin’ ‘Round Monson event. Come 
explore our town and stay for that session. We’d love to meet you in person.

 QUESTION OF THE MONTH.   What makes Bible prophecies so significant?
Aren’t they just a lot of vague general predictions that anyone could make? 
For instance, hasn’t Nostradamus also made predictions that’ve been fulfilled?
We encourage you to write out your own best answer to that question before 
flipping this paper over and reading our response.

*	See	my	blog	of	April	9,	2019,	on	exactly	how	to	go	about	refuting	this	false	claim.
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IN EARLY 2017 THE LIBRA FOUNDATION
LAUNCHED A MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN MONSON MAINE!
Now, two+ years later, the Monson Arts program is in full 
swing, with artists from all over the world traveling to this 
little town for art workshops and residencies. Some of these 
artists make their way to AIIA’s Study Center, and that opens 
the door for some great conversations about the things that 
matter most in life. We try to listen carefully and are then 
often able to make the case for Christian truth. This past 
month four artists and writers came by within just two 
weeks. Photo credit at right: Mike Tully & Monson Arts.

 FEATURED AT AIIA’S FAITH MATTERS   ON MAY 4 we’ll review a new training course by Lee Strobel entitled 
Making Your Case for Christ. This session will be especially valuable for those considering using this six-session 
Action Plan for Sharing What You Believe & Why with a Sunday School class or Small Group. On JUNE 1 we’ll 
be reviewing a lecture titled: Great World Religions: Buddhism—part of the Great Courses series. A Christian 
perspective-commentary will follow. Adherents  of all faiths are welcome. | See website for complete schedule.

 RESOURCE OF THE MONTH   Darwin Devolves: The New Science About DNA That 
Challenges Evolution, ©2019 HarperOne, by Michael J. Behe, PhD. We’d encourage you to 
read our online review of this potentially game-changing new work by the author of a previous 
influential best-seller, Darwin’s Black Box. Check the March 2019 blog on our website.

 QUOTE OF THE MONTH   J.I. Packer once said of Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones: “He knew that God’s 
way to the heart is through the mind . . . and often insisted that the first thing the gospel does to a 
man is to make him think.” (Passed along by Sue Gilardi, one of our readers from Gloucester MA.)

A PASTORAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY COMBINED WITH A ONE-YEAR APOLOGETICS RESIDENCY that 
includes free lodging with all utilities paid is now detailed on AIIA’s website under News>Announcements. 

 QUESTION OF THE MONTH   What makes Bible prophecies so significant? Aren’t they all just a lot of vague 
general predictions that anyone could make? Hasn’t Nostradamus also made predictions that’ve been fulfilled?
ANSWER: In both number and specificity, Bible prophecies far exceed the predictive statements of any individual 
or body of holy writings. It’s the forecasts of Nostradamus that have proved false, or are vague and ambiguous. 
Writing for LiveScience in 2017, Benjamin Radford said this: “Nostradamus did not in fact make predictions 
(statements that are read and known about before they happen); instead he made post-dictions (statements that 
appear to come true only after the events already happened).” In the January-February 2010 issue of AIIA’s 
Proclamation we answer this question far more extensively. Search for “Nostradamus” on AIIA’s website.

 WITMER FAMILY REPORT |  An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.   
In this and the following two issues of the Proclamation I want 
to introduce (or reintroduce) you to our three sons and their 
families. Andrew is married to Maureen. They live with their
three children (Katie, Ben, John) in Harrisonburg VA where they
are active at Christ Presbyterian Church. Andrew is a professor
of American History at James Madison University and is cur-
rently writing a book on the history of Monson, Maine, where 
he grew up. Maureen is Director of Outreach & Engagement at 
Take Them A Meal, an online tool for coordinating meal delivery 
to loved ones. John was born in May 2014 with HLHS, a serious 
defect of the heart. His third major heart surgery is now set for 
June 13. We’ll keep you posted on AIIA’s blog. In March I reread 
the classic, Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secrets. How I aspire to
such faith. Amazing. Until next time: be well, be kind, believe.


