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Dear AIIA family, friends, and readers —

A few months ago Mary and I were sitting in the lobby of a hospital not far 
from our home when she nudged me and said, “Look at that.” Up on a shelf 
in an adjoining gift shop was a wooden plaque that read PRAYER IS THE 
ANSWER TO CANCER in big bold letters. I reflected on that message for a 
moment and then approached the receptionist’s desk, introduced myself, 
pointed to the plaque, and said: “In my opinion the message on that plaque 
is misleading and offensive. I think that it should be removed.” 

Two other staff members in addition to the receptionist were also at the desk, 
so I asked them, “What do the words on that plaque imply to you?” A big 
burly security guard grunted, but declined to answer. A nice older lady 
said, “Well, maybe it means that prayer will help people to better deal with 
cancer.” I said, “Okay, perhaps — but it seems to me that it far more likely 
implies that God will deliver from cancer all those who simply pray. And that’s 
just not necessarily true. God could do that, but He often does not choose to 
do so. Therefore many people suffering from this terrible affliction might be 
misled, made to feel guilty, spiritually deficient, or even abandoned by God if 
He doesn’t instantaneously, miraculously, heal them (or their friend or family 
member with cancer) when they pray. That plaque could do even more harm.” 

The next time I was in the lobby I noted that the plaque had been replaced by 
another one that read: “I never knew I had so many friends until I bought a 
lake house.” Even I had to smile at that one.

BUT DOESN’T GOD MEAN WHAT HE SAYS in places like Psalm 91 when 
He promises to deliver us from pestilence and harm? Yet we know that so many 
(even Christians) have died of disease and injury. So what’s up? For an answer 
you need to read the recently updated and republished thoughtletter article 
on Psalm 91 in our AIIA thoughtletter archives. Just type “Psalm 91” in the 
search box on our home page. You’ll be able to print and share the article.

ATTENTION AIIA DONORS! If you don’t receive a personal note and printed 
receipt in the mail within three weeks of your donation, please let us know.

 QUESTION OF THE MONTH.   Why isn’t it fair to say that all Christians 
are arrogant narrow-minded exclusivists? Millions of people hold to non-
Christian religious and philosophical views in this world. How can Christians 
be so presumptuous as to claim that their view is the only true view?
We encourage you to write out your own best answer to this question 
before flipping this paper over and reading our response.
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THE ILLUSION CONUNDRUM
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How can Eastern religions and New Age thought forms plausibly contend that all of life is an illusion unless 
there is such a thing as base reality from which an illusion is distinguishable? But if a base reality actually 
exists, then everything cannot be an illusion and the assertion becomes self-defeating.

DONATE TO THE AIIA INSTITUTE IN 2019 by shopping via AmazonSmile! Join many others 
already participating in the AmazonSmile program. Just go to AmazonSmile.com, choose AIIA 
Institute, and begin shopping. It’s that simple. Amazon will then donate 0.5% of the price of 
all of your eligible purchases to AIIA as a non-profit charitable organization. Thanks so much!

PAUL & MELISSA PREBLE WILL BE REVIEWING R.C. SPROUL’S BOOK “NOT A CHANCE” ON JANUARY 5, 
weather permitting. Join us at Faith Matters that day. AIIA’s complete 2019 Winter schedule is posted on AIIA’s 
website at AIIAInstitute.org, including details, dates, times, and topics of all projected Faith Matters events. 

 THE QUESTION OF THE MONTH   Aren’t all Christians arrogant narrow-minded exclusivists?

How dare Christians claim that their view is the only truthful view!? Millions of people in this world hold  
multiple hundreds of different religious and philosophical views. How presumptuous for Christians to claim 
that every view is false except their view!

Well first off let’s realize that this is not only the position of Christians. Adherents of every religion and world 
view are exclusivists — even those who claim to be inclusivists! RZIM’s European Training Director Amy Orr-
Ewing effectively documents this fact in her book, Is Believing in God Irrational? (©2008 InterVarsity Press):

• The person who says that all ways to God are true excludes the possibility that 
only one way or only some ways are true. 

• The person who says that some ways to God are true excludes the possibility 
that only one way or all ways to God are true. 

• The person who says that only one way to God is true then also excludes others. 

Orr-Ewing says, “All views exclude, and so it seems a little unreasonable to 
single out Christianity and reject it on the basis that it excludes.”

In fact, truth itself is exclusivist by definition. Truth always excludes that which is not true. One plus one only 
ever equals two (2) in base 10 — not 5 or 6 or 7 — only ever 2. So exclusivity is not necessarily a bad thing. 
But far more important than the matter of whether a religion is arrogant or exclusivist is the matter of whether 
the belief system corresponds with reality. And based on a preponderance of evidence and the unique claims 
of Jesus Christ (including His words in John 14:6), Christianity is the one belief system which does just that.

WITMER FAMILY REPORT |  An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.
On November 1, after ten long months of facing the inevitable, Mary finally underwent aortic valve replacement 
surgery at Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center in Bangor, Maine. The surgery was successful and she 
came home five days later. Rev. Vin Upham, a retired minister from central New York who has served with his 
wife, Charlene, on AIIA’s board of directors since 2003, volunteered his time and service to move in with us for 
over five weeks, cheerfully helping us in a thousand practical ways, e.g. laundry, cooking, vacuuming, personal 
care for me, snow removal, and much more. That made all the difference in enabling us to rise to this challenge. 
The Uphams insisted from the beginning that it was unmistakably clear to them that God called Vin to do this. 
So we praise God and thank them as we now move ahead.

Here are three things that Mary and I have learned through 
our experiences with health-related needs and aging in 2018: 
1) There’s a big difference between reaching for a donut at 
    Dunkins and reaching the donut hole of Medicare Part D. 
2) Nutritional instructions for avoiding heart problems, kid-
    ney stones, and all other health issues are very simple: “If 
    it tastes good, spit it out. If it tastes terrible, eat more of it.”
3) There’s no point in worrying about old age. It won’t last.

Recommended 
— and can be 
ordered thru 
AIIA’s web 
store!


