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Dear AIIA family, friends, and readers —

One day this Fall I was sitting under a shade tree just a few feet from the front door 
of AIIA’s Study Center here in Monson, chatting with a 22-year-old Appalachian Trail 
hiker who had walked all the way from Georgia on the trail this summer and was 
taking a day off before setting out through the 100-mile wilderness for his destination 
atop mile-high Mt. Katahdin. He said, “I’m praying that hurricane Florence won’t 
catch up with me this week.” I said, “You’re praying? So are you a Christian?” He 
grinned and said, “No — that was just an expression. I’m actually an atheist.” He was 
reading a book which he compared to Lord of the Rings, so I asked, “Have you ever 
heard of Tolkien’s friend, C. S. Lewis? Lewis was also an atheist who eventually came 
to faith in Jesus.” Then I asked him two questions: 1) Are you able to prove your 
atheism?, and 2) Was Jesus lying or psychotic in His claims to be God? We talked 
for quite awhile about both questions. Then he said, “Well, to 
be honest, I’ve actually never really explored religion in much 
depth.” So I said, “Well you probably should. This life is just a 
drop in the ocean of eternity. Even just to be fair to yourself, 
you should be looking into these matters. Maybe that’s why 
you ended up sitting here under this tree right now — so that 
I could challenge you in this way. Perhaps this will turn out to be 
the most important hour of your entire hike.” I then shared with 
him the story of my own search for truth and offered to give him 
a free copy of Mere Christianity, Lewis’ most famous work, if he 
would stop by after summiting Katahdin.” (He didn’t need any
additional weight in his pack at that point). He seemed most 
sincere in thanking me for the conversation as we parted ways.

Just one day earlier I had received this encouraging note 
from Moses King, another AT hiker whom we met six 
years ago as he passed through Monson: “Dear Daryl 
and Mary. Thank you very much for your witness to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Monson, Maine. Thank you 
again for refreshing me spiritually and physically when I hiked 
the AT in 2012. I hope that you will continue to reach out to AT hikers because, as 
you may well know, many are looking for answers for life’s perplexities, and you 
and I, through God’s Word, have the answers. So let’s keep reaching out. I am 
encouraged by your ministry. Thank you. Sincerely, Moses.” Thank you, Moses!

 QUESTION OF THE MONTH.  The Bible is always telling people to praise 
God. Why? Insecure people often want attention and fish for compliments. 
If God is self-sufficient and secure, why does He ask people to praise Him?
We encourage you to write out your own best answer to this question 
before flipping this paper over and reading our response.
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RELIGION OF PEACE?  
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ISLAM | MOHAMMED: “Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last 
Day and who do not consider unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have made 
unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of truth from those who were given 
the Scripture — [fight] until they give the jizyah willingly while they are humbled.”
[SAHIH INTERNATIONAL] Surah 9:29, Qur’an
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

CHRISTIANITY | JESUS: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you,” Matthew 5:43-44, NASB • “Pursue peace with all men . . .” Hebrews 12:14, NASB
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

AMAZON HAS DONATED OVER $500 TO THE AIIA INSTITUTE via AmazonSmile 
over the past few years! Please consider joining with others who are already participat-
ing (thanks!) in the AmazonSmile program. Why not do your online Christmas shopping 
at AmazonSmile.com this year? Log in, choose AIIA Institute, and Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of all your eligible purchases to this non-profit charitable organization.

OUR COMPLETE WINTER 2018-2019 SCHEDULE is posted on AIIA’s website at AIIAInstitute.org, including 
details, dates, times, and topics of all Faith Matters events — including the date, session, and topic. 

APOLOGETICS THROUGH AFRICAN EYES, ©2018 Posterity Publishers, is a newly released book 
authored by Christian apologist Reuben Kigame of Kenya, Africa. We met Reuben in 2005 when 
he visited our home. In spite of physical blindness and great personal trial, Reuben has remained a 
faithful defender of God’s truth. This comprehensive reference deserves a reading far beyond Africa!

 THERE’S NO REASON FOR A BLACKOUT  before our next issue comes your way in two months. AIIA’s new 
occasional blog, Staying In the Loop, can be viewed with just one click on our website at AIIAInstitute.org.

 NOW . . .  THE QUESTION OF THE MONTH.    The Bible is always telling people to praise God. Why? It’s 
most often very insecure people who crave attention and are always fishing for compliments. So if God is 
totally self-sufficient and secure, why does He always seem to need people to praise Him?

God is uniquely perfect in all that He is and does. He is the only being in the universe worthy of worship and 
praise. In the grand scheme of things He is also not only qualified but intended to be praised by humans. So 
He is rightly displeased and jealous when we turn to phony ‘gods.’ God knows that only when humans seek 
and find and enjoy a living relationship with Him will the ultimate purpose of creation be fully finally realized 
— both for Him and for us. Which is exactly why Dr. John Piper says that “the reason God seeks our praise is 
not because he won't be complete until he gets it. He is seeking our praise because we won't be happy until 
we give it. This is not arrogance. It is love. God's demand for supreme praise is his demand for our supreme 
happiness.” For more about why God calls for our praise, read chapter 28 in Dr. Piper’s book, Life As a Vapor. 
Or visit this website: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/an-open-letter-to-michael-prowse

WITMER FAMILY REPORT  |  An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.
The other day I said to Mary, “How about buying some of that pre-
shredded cheese for our salads at the grocery story this week?” She 
said, “No way. I can shred cheese at home, I think all commercially 
pre-shredded cheese should be banned.” I said, “Really?! Why?” She 
said, “Because I think that we should make America grate again.” 

All kidding aside, the results of Mary’s echocardiogram on October 1 
showed that her aortic valve stenosis had worsened considerably. 
Although she was still experiencing no symptoms, the cardiologist 
was firm: “It’s time for surgery.” So — maybe even by the time you’re 
reading this. Check AIIA’s blog for the latest. We’ll appreciate your 
prayers during our time of trial. And happy holy-day season to you!
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