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Dear AIIA family, friends, and readers —

Thanks once again for your willingness to allocate the time to read through 
this bimonthly publication. Some of you have been reading along since we 
sent our very first thoughtletter in April 1991. Others of you have joined us 
more recently. Of 10,000+ readers of this paper, you may be among those 
who do not share our Christian convictions. If so, good for you to read along 
anyway — being open and willing enough to check out what we have to say.

Or you may already be a Christian, but you want to become more effective 
in defending historic Christian truth. Many readers, like you, are thinking 
people. Not all are. For example, this past month we received a note from 
an individual demanding that “no more thoughtletters be sent to me.” But 
there was no return address on the envelope—or identification on the inside 
either. Totally anonymous. So sorry, friend — looks like you’re still with us!

If you are a Christian who reckons that you have no particular need for 
apologetics, try answering our thought-provoker question this month:

DOES GOD TEMPT PEOPLE? If yes, why? If no, why did Jesus teach His 
disciples to pray to God: “Lead us not into temptation?” Write out your 
best answer to that question before you flip this paper over and read ours.

Now — on to another separate apologetics subject. What would you say 
if you told me that someone had recently broken into your house, robbing 
you of many valuables — and I said to you, “Well, that’s not so good, but I 
totally forgive the guy who did it, once and for all. So let’s just move on.” 

In his essay God In the Dock, C.S. Lewis cites the fact that Jesus did just 
that (forgave people who had offended others) as evidence that He truly was 
God. If He wasn’t God, that would have been obnoxious and presumptuous. 
But there’s no indication that Jesus was an obnoxious or presumptuous man.

I’ve also often noted how people exhibit such an uncommonly polarized 
response to Jesus. People either seem to love Him or dislike even talking 
about Him — unless it’s to swear by His name. And even in that case, Jesus 
seems to be treated uniquely. I mean, have you ever seen someone hit their 
thumb with a hammer and then yell, “Buddha!” Last week I heard a guy who 
was frightened mutter, “Jesus Christ!” — but I’ve never heard anyone say “Lao 
Zsu!” or “Mohammed the Prophet!” or swear by some other religious leader.

Jesus claimed to be God. How can He be explained if such is not the case?

Volume 28, Number 4 • July — August, 2018

http://AIIAInstitute.org
http://AIIAInstitute.org
mailto:AIIAInstitute@aol.com
mailto:AIIAInstitute@aol.com


BECAUSE THIS ISSUE IS BEING PREPARED during our four-month board-directed sabbatical, we’ve adopted 
a somewhat simpler format than in previous issues. But if it’s easy to read and serves the purpose, we just 
might continue to use it for at least the next few issues. What do you think?

MANY OF YOU HELPED US WITH THE PURCHASE OF AIIA’S NEW 
2017 VAN JUST OVER A YEAR AGO. There were an unexpectedly great 
number of bugs to work out, but we’re now adjusting and appreciating
the newer, more reliable, special equipment and reduced effort steering
features. The first Maine winter is now under our belts and we’re rolling
along toward 7,000 odometer miles. Thanks to you all once again!

STAYING IN THE LOOP, AIIA’s new occasional blog, can be viewed with just one click on our website at 
AIIAInstitute.org — so there’s no reason to lose touch before our next issue comes your way in two months.

OUR COMPLETE AUGUST & FALL SCHEDULE is also posted on the website with details, dates, and times.

NOW . . .  DOES GOD TEMPT PEOPLE? If yes, why would He do such a thing? If not, why did Jesus teach 
His disciples to pray to God: “Lead us not into temptation?”

The simple answer is — “No. God does not tempt people.” He never has and never will. According to James 
1:13, “God cannot be tempted of evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” It’s as simple as that.

However, because evil and temptation are all around us, and because they are such constantly treacherous 
forces in our lives, Jesus encouraged us as His followers to regularly ask God to keep us out of such danger. 
That will often involve smart living on our part because we are typically drawn away from right living by our 
own internal pride and greedy pleasure-seeking desires (James 1:2). But we also need His Divine power in 
this ongoing spiritual battle. On our own we as humans are no match for Satan and his demonic forces.

When I pray “The Lord’s Prayer” I often paraphrase this section like this: “Lord, please steer me clear from all 
of the evil circumstances, temptations, and trials that might bring me down. Don’t allow me to go anywhere 
near evil. Don’t desert me there, but rather, please deliver me from evil and the terrible results of temptation. 
Guide me, move me, incline me to walk wisely and rightly — for Your glory and for my own welfare. Amen.”

WITMER FAMILY REPORT  |  An album and diary of one family’s effort to anchor the business of life in the bedrock of truth.

One of our extended weekend trips on sabbatical included this moment in downtown Bar Harbor (photo), 
just after being ambushed by a Navajo Indian brave. Now you’ll have to read the blog to understand what 
that is all about. And then also, this harbor near Owl’s Head, Maine (below), provided some therapeutic 
memories from which to draw as we prepare to get back to work on August 1.

The Harrisonburg VA Witmers plan to visit us yet this summer while Andrew
researches and works on a book about Monson’s amazing past. Meanwhile,
by the time you receive this, Stephen and family will be in Northern Ireland 
for his own sabbatical, working on a book contract with Inter-Varsity Press 
about the importance of ministry in small places. And Tim will be back from 
co-guiding a wilderness trip on the Bonaventure River, Gaspé Peninsula, NB.

The cloud that constantly hangs over us is Mary’s impending open-heart surgery
for severe aortic valve stenosis. Our best guess is that this will occur by August 
or early Fall, with a recovery period following. But if symptoms warrant, those 
dates will change. We welcome your prayers for God to provide us with just the 
right surgeon and personal care at home. Check the blog for updates. Enjoy your
summer. Go find an antique shop somewhere, walk in and ask, “What’s new?”


