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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING!
THE WITMERS REMAIN ON SABBATICAL THRU JULY, 2018. 
This involves changes to AIIA’s normal programming. You may continue to contact us by 
phone or email as listed at left, but it may take longer than usual for someone to respond. 
The Study Center will be closed until August 1, but this bimonthly thoughtletter will 
continue to be published and distributed to over 10,000 addresses nationwide. Because 
routine operational expenses will still need to be met, we invite continued support from 
readers who identify with our worldview and believe in the importance of our mission.

PLEASE NOTE THAT we do not expect financial support from 
you if you do not share our faith. In that case, please use the 
enclosed envelope to say hello, to let us know that you’re reading 
along, and to tell us what you think about what you’re reading.

AIIA’S NEW STAYING-IN-THE-LOOP blog is now up and running on AIIA’s website. So 
keep current. NOTE: Subscribers will get an email notice whenever new posts are made.

OUR NEXT FAITH MATTERS EVENT is currently set for August 4 and will include a 
review of a DVD entitled Kids’ Most-Asked Questions About Science and the Bible.

KNOW SOMEONE DAMAGED BY A CULT? Included with this mailing is a flyer about 
an event being sponsored (in part) by MeadowHaven, a cult recovery facility in Lake-
ville MA. MeadowHaven is directed by the Rev. Bob and Judy Pardon. Bob has been 
an AIIA Ministry Associate since 1995. You might benefit from attending this event.

APPROACHING YOUR FRIENDS WITH LOGIC OR STORIES?
Respected Christian apologist Mike Licona said this in an interview 
with Sean McDowell that was published in Apologetics for a New 
Generation © 2009. Harvest House. “Many North Americans are 
either modernists or postmodernists. The former place an emphasis 
on logic, evidence, and truth whereas the latter are more concerned 
with pragmatism, fairness, and even contrarianism. The former say, 
‘You should believe X because it is true for three logical reasons.’ The 
latter say, ‘We all find different truths along differing routes. Can’t we 
all just get along?’ Our approach to modernists must differ from how 
we approach postmodernists. To the former we must be prepared to 
provide evidence from science, history, and philosophy for why the Christian message 
provides ultimate truth about God. The latter best connect through stories to which they 
can relate their personal experience rather than bullet-point logic.”
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THIS ISSUE’S THOUGHT-PROVOKER!
Who’s to say that the sacred literature of many non-Christian religions isn’t also true?

Try answering this challenge yourself—before flipping the paper over to read our answer.
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THOUGHT-PROVOKER RESPONSE TO ANOTHER TOUGH OBJECTION
	

Who’s to say that the sacred literature of many non-Christian religions isn’t also true?

Everyone who recognizes the basic laws of logic is certainly qualified to say this. But the operative word here is “also.” Even 
the proponents of non-Christian religions should agree that —in places where their holy book contradicts the Bible— their 
holy book and the Bible can’t both be true. They may claim that their literature is true and that the Bible is in error, but not 
that the Bible and also their holy book are both true in those places where a contradiction exists. That’s just Logic 101.

In Who Made God?, ©2003 Zondervan, p138, co-authors Ravi Zacharias and Norman
Geisler cite two examples: “...if the Bible declares that Jesus died on the cross and 
rose bodily from the dead three days later (see 1 Corinthians 15:1–6), and the Qur’an 
teaches that he did not (see Sura 4:157), both books cannot be true on such a crucial 
teaching. One of them has to be wrong. Further, if the writings of Joseph Smith teach 
that there are many gods (polytheism), which they do, and the Bible declares that 
there is only one God, as it does (see Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Corinthians 8:4), then 
both of these writings cannot be true. If the Bible is true, Smith is wrong; if Smith 
is right, the Bible is wrong.”

Do I, as a Christian, acknowledge that certain elements of truth are contained in 
non-Christian holy books? Yes. For instance, the Bible, the Qur’an, and the Book of Mormon all affirm the importance of 
worshipping God. But containing certain elements of truth and wisdom is quite different than being true about the most 
basic and essential doctrines. Wherever the sacred books of other religions contradict the Bible regarding the fundamental 
themes and doctrines of faith, life, and salvation, the sacred books of non-Christian faiths and the Bible cannot all be true. 
That’s something on which everyone should agree—including even the most ardent proponents of non-Christian religions.

 WITMER FAMILY REPORT 
 

 A Diary & Album of One Family's Effort to Anchor the Business of Life in the Bedrock of Truth

By the time that you read this, March’s mud will be all dried up, April’s frost 
heaves should have settled down, we will have choked down the last slice 
of fruit cake from last December, and beautiful May will be a reality.

Thanks to so many of you who have been in touch and praying about Mary’s 
diagnosis of severe aortic valve stenosis. It means a great deal. Mary’s latest 
echocardiogram on April 3 showed that her condition has worsened. Still, 
her cardiologist holds that the decision to do open heart surgery should be 
symptom-driven, and to date Mary remains asymptomatic. So for now we 
wait, and are at least thankful for extra time to arrange for this major event.

Here at right is a photo taken of our three VA Witmer grandchildren (Kate, 
Ben, and John) during a visit to the National Museum of Art in March.

The other day I asked Mary how much ransom she would agree to pay if I 
ever happened to be kidnapped. She said, “Hmmm. That’s a tough question 
for me to answer. You know how much I hate to break a ten.”

NOW AVAILABLE FREE ON AIIA’S WEBSITE AT AIIAINSTITUTE.ORG — AND MORE!
• What should intelligent Christians think about theistic evolution?
• Would the existence of extraterrestrials invalidate Christianity?
• What is The Bangor Statement on apologetics and the local church?
• Is there any real point in praying?

Responses to these questions, AIIA’s upcoming event schedule, our new 
blog, and much more, are all available on AIIA’s website! Take some time 
right now to explore 27+ years of great apologetics-related resources!

NOTE — Do you know someone who should be reading this paper? Send us their 
name and complete home address. We’ll arrange for them to receive it at 
no charge and without mentioning your name. Just complete the inside of 
the envelope enclosed with this issue and return it to us!


