
 THIS ISSUE’S THOUGHT-PROVOKER!
 Try answering this challenge before you flip the paper over and read the provided response. 

 Cultures and people vary widely in their standards and opinions about what’s right 
 and wrong. So how can anyone claim that there’s an absolute universal morality?

More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING!
! IF YOU LIVE ANYWHERE WITHIN RANGE OF AIIA’S STUDY CENTER, plan to join 

us between 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM on the first Saturday of each month this Summer 
   and Fall for FAITH MATTERS. Upcoming apologetics resources scheduled for critical 

review and discussion include: Is Genesis History?, both the first and second Nye/
Ham Debates, A Matter of Faith (the story of a girl whose worldview is challenged

   at college), and a Great Courses DVD study on Buddhism.

! ON JUNE 9-10 IN BANGOR, MAINE, AIIA brought together 
45 vocational Christian apologists, pastors, church leaders, 
campus ministry leaders, and other believers from all six New 
England states for a 24-hour Think Tank session focused on 
creative ways to promote the practice of apologetics at the 
local church level. We plan to release an official white paper 
on the results of this gathering sometime later this year.

! DID YOU KNOW THAT AIIA is currently mailing copies of 
this thoughtletter to over 10,000 addresses in all 50 states and in 30+ other countries? 

! GREAT NEWS!! In late May we reached our fundraising goal for AIIA’s new van. 
Thanks to each of you who gave generously and sacrificially to make this happen. 

    The van is now in Maine and in the final stages of being fitted with special equipment.
    Who knows? Perhaps the Witmers will be pulling it into your driveway soon!

IS YOUR BELIEF SYSTEM CREDIBLE?
Whether you are a Christian or not, you should have some good reasons to believe 
whatever it is that you believe about life, death, eternity and reality. Why? For the same 
reason that you examine something before you put it in your mouth and swallow it. It’s 
because of consequences. If you don’t care, or make a mistake, you could suffer or die. 
Extrapolate that same principle to eternity if your worldview turns out to be faulty. Every

    Christian should have solid objective reasons for believing. How can 
we know that the Bible is true? Just because the Bible itself says so?

A Christian pastor once said to me, “I’ll 
leave apologetics to you intellectuals.” 
That made me shudder. Apologetics is for 
every believer (1 Peter 3:15). Inoculate 
your faith and that of your kids against a 
future faith crisis. Know why you believe.
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THOUGHT-PROVOKER RESPONSES TO TWO TOUGH OBJECTIONS
	

Here, in excerpts from her book — reviewed above — is how author Natasha Crain 
responds to two tricky objections about the Christian concept of absolute morality.

“OBJECTION 1: Cultures have different ideas of right and wrong, so there must not be an               
objective morality. This sounds reasonable at first, but it’s actually a weak objection. To see            
why, imagine ten people counting how many marbles are in a jar. If four people give the wrong               
number, does that mean there is no correct answer? Of course not. Similarly, it doesn’t logically      
follow that there’s no objectively correct morality just because cultures sometimes disagree over what’s right and wrong.”

“OBJECTION 2: Morals are just a matter of personal opinion. Some people would object to the marbles example because 
they claim morals are just a matter of personal opinion and don’t have correct answers. This idea is pervasive in our 
culture, but it’s easy to see the contradiction in such a belief. If morals are just a matter of opinion, you can never 
legitimately say anything or anyone is objectively wrong. But if you steal a car from a person who claims that morals are 
just a matter of opinion, you can bet they’ll still say you did something bad. Telling them that, in your opinion, stealing 

     is just fine won’t go over very well. While it may be convenient to claim morals are just a matter of opinion, no one 
actually lives as if they believe that’s true. The fact that at least some objective moral standards exist is hard to deny.”

REVIEWING ANOTHER GREAT CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS RESOURCE
Keeping Your Kids On God’s Side, by Natasha Crain, ©2016 Harvest House.

This book offers a very personal, well-written, effectively-organized, introductory course in Christian 
apologetics. The title and cover photo may be a bit misleading because the material is actually more 
geared to upper teens and even adults than it is to young children. But we recommend it highly.

NOTE: Be sure to check all four sections of the store on AIIA’s website for the latest and greatest 
apologetics resources — books, DVDs, charts, pamphlets, curriculum, and more. And if you buy 
through AmazonSmile you’ll get the same price — and AIIA will benefit!

 WITMER FAMILY REPORT 
 

 A Diary & Album of One Family's Effort to Anchor the Business of Life in the Bedrock of Truth

Mary and I moved to Monson, Maine, forty-two years ago this Fall. Have I ever told you that Monson was originally 
discovered by a famous explorer looking for a place to die? But when he got here and looked things over, he decided that 
no one would ever want to be caught dead in a place like this. So things got off to a pretty slow start in town. In fact, I’ve 
heard that they actually had to shoot a couple of people just to get the cemetery going.

Okay, just kidding. But it’s no joke at all, and rather big news, 
that this year a major initiative has been undertaken by the 
Libra Foundation (librafoundation.org) to recreate Monson 
as a center for arts, agriculture, and recreation. Within the 
past six months Libra has invested hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to make this vision a reality. It may take awhile 
for the plan to fully unfold, but after years of decline in this 
economically-depressed little village, some winds of optimism 
are blowing. Come check it out for yourself — and plan to 
stop by for a visit at the Study Center while you’re in town.

Have you ever visited Explore.org? Since March I’ve been 
absolutely fascinated to watch two little eaglets in a great 
eagle big nest north of Decorah, Iowa, grow up and finally 
fledge — all via a 24/7 live streaming web cam. Amazing.

The other day I was complaining to Mary about how difficult it is to be getting older. She said, “Don’t worry—old age never lasts.” 
I said, “Yeah, but that means I’m going to die.” She said, “Well, I hope it isn’t from anything serious.” But in all seriousness, here’s 
what G. K. Chesterton once said most matters in life: "The tremendous examination of existence will not be based on whether 
we have been to college, but on whether we have seriously, yet in good humor, confronted in our lives the highest things." 

Visit	AIIAInstitute.org	to	view	a	full	version	of	AIIA’s	upcoming	schedule,	events,	blogs,	and	news!	
Do you know someone who should be reading this paper? Send us their name and complete home address. We’ll arrange for
 them to receive it at no charge. Be sure to complete the inside of the envelope enclosed with this issue and return it to us!


