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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING!
! THIS SPRING & SUMMER we have speaking engagements scheduled in Mapleton, 

Springfield, Oxford, and Athens, Maine; and in Andover and St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 
Other events on tap include Faith Matters at the Study Center on the first Saturday   
of every month. But our major focus during this period is AIIA’s Bulwark Coalition 
Think Tank session in Bangor, Maine, on June 9-10 — a gathering of 48 vocational 
Christian apologists, pastors, church leaders, and believers from all six New England 
states, and beyond. Please pray for God’s great power and blessing on this event, 

 the results of which you’ll hopefully be hearing more about in the coming months.

! THOUGHT-PROVOKER! Try answering this challenge before you flip the paper over. 
Doesn’t the Bible contradict itself in 1 John 1:8 vs 1 John 3:9 on whether Christians sin?

! RESPONDING TO AN ARTICLE in our last issue on Christianity being just a crutch 
for weak-minded people — Maxine Nicholson, one of our friends and readers from 
Downeast Maine, wrote that many years ago someone made that exact 

 same charge to her as a new Christian. She said: “Well, if Christianity is 
 a crutch, then please give me two! Because I know I need Jesus!”  And 
 our good friend Connie Grant, a PTA from Waterville, Maine, wrote: 
 “As one who regularly teaches people how to use crutches, I can say 
 that Christianity definitely is a crutch! It enables me, a person crippled 
 and hobbled by sin, to live a decent, honorable, and hope-filled life — 
 so unlike many of the other ‘crutches’ that people rely on.”

! THANKS TO SO MANY OF YOU for your selfless generous contributions to AIIA’s 
new van fund. We’re currently over half-way there! About $19,300 is still needed. If 
you have contributed, you’ve already received a receipt and note from AIIA’s Board 
chairman in MD. But Mary and I personally open every piece of 

 mail, so we have also noted and been humbled by your sacri-
 ficial support. You can check progress on this project under 
 the News & Events tab (Financial Status) on AIIA’s website.

! IF YOU’RE A CHRISTIAN you probably don’t have time to 
 stay current with all of what’s happening in the wide world of Christian apologetics. 

So this publication should serve as a helpful digest of material that can fortify your 
faith. If you are NOT a Christian believer, what you read here should help you to 
better understand the Christian worldview and provoke thoughtful reflection on 
many matters of life and truth. Either way, we welcome your candid response!

IS THERE A PROBLEM WITH THE SHACK?
The Shack, a popular novel by Canadian author William P. Young published in 2007, 
was released as a movie on March 3, 2017, and has already grossed over 50 million 
dollars in theaters nationwide. Is this story simply “inspirational” and helpfully “trans-
forming,” as billed? We think not. We believe that it is seriously theologically mislead-
ing. For keen insight on The Shack by Dr. Al Mohler, visit http://www.bpnews.net/32295/
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WHAT ABOUT ALL THOSE BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS?
	

RESPONSE: Every alleged Bible contradiction has long since been resolved in a fully rational, intellectually credible, manner. 
Numerous books and websites provide answers to every so-called contradiction. Here’s one example. In the Bible Book of 
1 John 3:9 (NKJV), John writes that “Whoever has been born of God does not sin.” But in 1 John 1:8 he also writes that “If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Some have cited these texts as contradictory.

In their book (reviewed below) Geisler & Howe neatly and easily resolve this so-called conflict in the following way: “John 
nowhere claims that believers are without sin or never commit a sin. 1 John 3:9 is in the present continuous tense and 
should be translated ‘Whoever is born of God does not continually practice sin.’ Conversely, if a person habitually practices 
sin, he is not born of God. As James argued, true faith will produce good works (James 2:14ff). If a pig and a lamb fall into 
the mud, the pig wants to stay there, but the lamb wants to get out. Both a believer and an unbeliever can fall into the same 
sin, but a believer cannot stay in it and feel comfortable.” (Emphasis ours)  Voila! Issue resolved. Just as all others have been.

THOUGHT PROVOKER: Is it scientific to conclude that science itself is the best source of knowledge about the nature 
of reality? I’ve heard people say, “Well, I’m not going to believe anything that’s not physical and science-based. I’m only 
going to believe what science can prove.” But can we know from science alone that science itself is an viable basis from 
which to draw significant, ultimate conclusions about human and earth origins, and about the nature of reality? Or does 
doing that also require certain spiritual and philosophic assumptions? In other words, faith! Let me know what you think.

CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS RESOURCE REVIEW
Making Sense of Bible Difficulties, © 2009 Baker Books, by Norman Geisler & Thomas Howe. This book is an 
abridged version of When Critics Ask and The Big Book of Bible Difficulties. Be sure to check all four sections 
of the store on AIIA’s website for the latest and greatest apologetics resources — books, DVDs, charts, pamphlets, 
curriculum, and more. And if you buy through AmazonSmile you’ll get the same price — and AIIA will benefit!

WITMER FAMILY REPORT 
 

 A Diary & Album of One Family's Effort to Anchor the Business of Life in the Bedrock of Truth

On weekday mornings I typically begin the day with orange juice, a cup of decaf Folgers, and a slice of Ezekiel 4:9 toast. Then it’s 
time alone with God. This year I’ve been greatly benefitting from the insights of F. B. Meyer in his classic, Great Verses Through the 
Bible. Here is how he regularly draws deep insight from just a few God-inspired words in a single Bible verse. Revelation 9:4 includes 
this phrase, “. . . only such men as have not the seal of God on their foreheads.” [will be harmed] Meyer says: “If the hordes of 
horsemen are withheld from touching the servants of God whom the Angel sealed, we may infer, when no such caution is uttered 
about our lives, and no such immunity secured, that God has allowed pain, and sorrow, and death to hurt us for some sufficient 
reason — one which we shall be able to appreciate when we stand in His light. If He who has power to withhold the power of the 
adversary does not withhold it, the assaults which make our frail craft tremble from stem to stern must be His appointment and 
choice for us, and we must dare to look up into His face, and say, It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good.” Oh, how I’ve 
appreciated that word since 4:30 AM on March 23 when my old nemesis, afib, returned with a vengeance after a 2.5 year reprieve.

A month or so ago Mary and I were at the checkout counter of a large department store when I spotted a credit card signup promo-
tional display beside the register. It said, “Ask me how I can save you $15 in 90 seconds.” I said to the clerk, “I’ll ask you how you can 
save me $15 in 90 seconds if you’ll ask me how Jesus can save your soul for eternity.” She shook her head and said, “Not me. I’m too 
bad.” I said, “Are you as bad as John Newton?” She said, “Who’s he?” I said, “Have you ever heard the song, ‘Amazing grace, how 
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me?’” She said, “A wrench like me?!” A lady in line behind us said, “Not a wrench — a 
wreck.” I said, “John Newton  was once an old cursing slave-selling sailor. And then he met Jesus. Newton wrote that song.” She 
shook her head and said, “I don’t know.” I said, “Well, I know. And God knows. You should ask Him to save 
you. If you’re sincere, He will.” At that point I could sense that she was feeling pressed by the line forming 
behind us. So I ended the conversation. But I’m still praying that God will move her to act on my challenge.

Doctors at the University of Virginia recently agreed that our youngest grandson, John, born with only half 
of a functioning heart (HLHS), pictured in our last issue, can wait until at least next Summer for his next 
open heart surgery. Good news, especially because our entire family was hoping to be together this August!

I’ve been increasingly conscious of the fact that I’m getting older, slower, saggier, etc. But the other day
I got a real wakeup call. I asked Mary to please straighten out the wrinkles in my socks. She said, “You 
aren’t wearing any socks.” We were debating some other point recently. Finally I said, “Well okay, then, 
I guess I’ll change my mind.” She said, “Good. Let’s hope that the new one works better than this one.”

Visit	AIIAInstitute.org	to	view	a	full	version	of	AIIA’s	upcoming	schedule,	events,	blogs,	and	news!	
Do you know someone who should be reading this paper? Send us their name and complete home address. We’ll arrange for
 them to receive it at no charge. Be sure to complete the inside of the envelope enclosed with this issue and return it to us!


