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WELCOME TO OUR BRAND NEW LOOK!
After more than 25 years of publishing the Proclamation in 6x9 format, welcome to
a whole new look, strategy, and approach in 2017. We’re going to continue mailing to
you on a bimonthly basis but from now on in a standard business-sized envelope. And
rather than to address just one topic per issue, we’ll be providing you with a number
of apologetics sound bites, drawn from a wide range of relevant resources in the
world of Christian apologetics, including some of our own previous publications.
 This new version of the print edition of the Proclamation is being published in full
color and mailed to over 10,000 addresses in all 50 states and 35 countries internationally as of March, 2017. That number includes churches, families, and individual Christian believers. It also includes atheists, skeptics, and adherents of a wide
range of religions, worldviews, philosophies, and beliefs.
 IF YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN you probably don’t have time to read all of what’s happening in the world of apologetics, so this publication will serve as a helpful digest
of material that can fortify your faith. If you are not a Christian believer, what you
read here should help you to better understand the Christian worldview and provoke
thoughtful reflection on many matters of life and truth. Let us know what you think.
 IMPORTANT! If you do not share our Christian convictions we neither ask nor
expect you to support AIIA financially. But without the support of those who share
our commitment to Jesus Christ and His truth we would be unable to continue our
work. For that reason, and to encourage your comments, see the enclosed envelope.
 Please give our new format and approach a fair trial in 2017—and then let us know
what you think. Of course we’d be happy to hear from you long before December 31!

IS CHRISTIANITY JUST A CRUTCH?
How does a Christian best respond to the charge that Christian faith is just a
crutch — the imaginary projection of psychologically weak people who invent
the idea of God because they crave a father-figure to help them cope with the
tough realities of life? Well, why not respond by asking a few questions of your
own: “1) Where is the evidence for such a charge? 2) Wouldn’t it conversely be
just as likely that atheists deny the existence of God because they want to avoid
father-figures? 3) If God is imaginary how does one explain design, order, and
personality in the universe? 4) Atheists also struggle to cope at times, right? (If
that isn’t true for you today, look out — it might be tomorrow!) But isn’t there a
sense in which we’re all hobbled by a need for meaning, courage, and support?”
Now at this point I would share a brief account of my own struggles. For instance,
as a result of a difficult physical ordeal and hospital stay last Fall, I felt vulnerable,
weak, dependent, and discouraged. I faced my own mortality as never before. What
helped? Singing old hymns and songs of the faith. That was calming and bracing.
But of course it only worked because I have faith that there is a solid, intellectually
credible, Biblical basis for the truth of those hymns. Thank God for such a crutch!

More evidence in defense and confirmation of the Christian faith!
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Do you know someone who should also be reading this paper? Send us their name and complete home address. We’ll arrange for
them to receive it at no charge. Be sure to complete the inside of the envelope enclosed with this issue and send it back to us!

COULD JESUS HAVE SINNED?
ANSWER: No. Not ultimately. In His humanity alone the answer might be “yes” — which is why the temptations
that Jesus faced (Matthew 4:1, Hebrews 4:15) were real and intense. But though Jesus was fully human He was
not only human. And in terms of His Divine nature, when it came right down to it, Jesus would never, and could
never, have actually willed to sin. To have done so would mean that He would have willed to do what He willed
not to do, which makes no sense at all. God is righteous, without sin, and can never be other than what He is.
So the Bible says in James 1:13 that God (which includes the Divine nature in Christ as well as the Father and the
Holy Spirit) cannot be tempted by evil. The name of the doctrine that holds that Christ could not sin, though He
was genuinely tempted to sin, is known as the impeccability of Christ. [See further at: https://www.gotquestions.org/could-Jesus-have-sinned.html]
APOLOGETICS FOR KIDS!
Susan Gilardi from Cape Ann Bible Church in Cape Ann MA, wrote to us in late January 2017: “I just taught
my first kids’ apologetics lesson. They loved it! We went to Genesis 1:1. We talked about what they may learn
in school as they get older, and how an intelligent Creator was the only way. I showed them a bowl made from
popsicle sticks. We talked about how you would need to plan to make one. Then we put a bunch of popsicle
sticks in a box, added some glue and tape, and shook the box to see if we could dump out a completed bowl.
They totally understood! I became a Christian when I was around 11 or 12. My science teacher pointed us to a
Bible and said "This is the answer to where we came from." It made a huge impression on me in my young faith.

RESOURCE REVIEW
THE APOLOGETICS SUDY BIBLE. © 2012 Holman Bible Publishers. Includes
contributions by Ravi Zacharias, Josh McDowell, Al Mohler, Norm Geisler. Be
sure to check all sections of the store on AIIA’s website for the latest and best in
apologetics resources — books, DVDs, charts, pamphlets, curriculum, and more.

WITMER FAMILY REPORT
A Diary & Album of One Family's Effort to Anchor the Business of Life in the Bedrock of Truth
The photo (right) was taken in June 2016. It shows our youngest grandson, John Wyatt Witmer, playing on the floor of our
home in Maine with a wooden bridge that was handmade by
his Great Great Great Grandfather, Eli Witmer (1864-1954).
What a great gift Eli (inset) left his progeny. I once played with
that bridge myself, as did my father and maybe his father. But it
doesn’t stop there. Eli was a faithful follower of Jesus Christ and
a proclaimer of His truth. For many years he wrote columns for
a church paper known as the Gospel Herald. He left a legacy
of faith in God’s grace — which is the bridge to life eternal.
Here at AIIA’s Study Center we stock a little booklet known as
the Bridge to Life illustration, published by the Navigators. It
illustrates how Jesus Christ is the only viable way to cross from
one’s natural human state in sin across the chasm that separates all of us from an
absolutely holy God. I’d like to send you a free copy of that booklet if you’ll drop
me a note in the enclosed envelope. Just mention this offer and it’ll be in the mail.
Thanks for reading along, and for making the effort to be thoughtful about your faith.
Until next time, I’ll leave you with this little story. Last Christmas I gave Mary a gift
certificate for $30. Today she bought a dress for $75. I said, “How’d you afford this?!”
She said, “Easy. I exchanged the certificate for a larger size.” • Oh, and here’s a little
tip for my fellow-northerners: Never make snow angels in a dog park. —dew, 2.15.17

