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by Daryl E. Witmer
In Genesis 6:5-8 the Bible 
(NASB) says: “Then the LORD 
saw that the wickedness of man 
was great on the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 
The LORD was sorry that He had 
made man on the earth, and 
He was grieved in His heart. 
The LORD said, ‘I will blot out 
man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, from man to 
animals to creeping things and to 
birds of the sky; for I am sorry 
that I have made them.’”

QUESTION: If God knows the fu-
ture, why would He have created 
humans in the first place, knowing 
that He would later “regret” and be 
“sorry” that He had created them?

ANSWER: God was willing to bear 
the grief of seeing the world fall in-
to the mess that it did in order to 
show grace to Noah and be glor-
ified through him and his family.

God was genuinely sorry to have 
made man on the 
earth, but not so 

sorry as to not have 
done it. His choice 

was vindicated in 
the grace that He 

showed Noah. It is 
still being vindicated 

today in the grace and salvation of 
all those who come to believe, and 

in the glory that God has and will 
forever receive through them.

The Hebrew term for “grieved” in 
Genesis 6:5-7 can also be translated 
‘displeased’ — and note that nothing  
in these verses implies that God was  
at all surprised by what happened.

From God’s eternal and omniscient 
perspective, the wicked behavior of 
men on the earth, and His own grief 
over it, were already fully known to 
God as He was creating humanity. 

The phrase, “The Lord was sorry 
that He had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His heart” is 
very possibly an accommodation of 
tense to us in our time-bound state.

To say it another way, this was no 
doubt God’s way of explaining what 
initially occurred from His perspect-
ive outside of time to us humans who 
live within the framework of time.

Therefore, the point is — even as 
God was proceeding to create man 
on the earth, He was already experi- 
encing sorrow and grief over what 
He knew, and has always known 
from eternity past, would happen

 
as the result of that creative act. 
Yet He proceeded anyway. Why?
What could be so good as to 
justify and explain the terrible 
judgment about to fall on so 
many people, and the anguished 
grief of a great and righteous God?

Dr. Albert Mohler says that “the 
greatest good is that good which 
brings God the greatest glory.” He 
also explains that “God is more 
glorified as a creator and redeem-
er than He would be if we knew 
Him only as creator. Yet in order 
to be our redeemer He must re-
deem us from sin.” Which may 
at least in part explain why God 
created a world in which sin and

evil temporarily exist.

In his classic Sys-
tematic Theology, Dr. 
Wayne Grudem says 
that God’s creating 
mankind “led to events 
that in the short term 
caused him sorrow, 
but that nonetheless in 
the long term would 
ultimately achieve his 
good purposes. This is 
somewhat analogous

to a human father who allows his 
child to embark on a course he 
knows will bring much sorrow, 
both to the parent and to the child, 
but who allows it nonetheless, be-
cause he knows that greater long-
term good will come from it.” 

Dr. Grudem points out that this 
text in Genesis says nothing that 
should lead us to think that “if 
God could start again and act 
differently, he would in fact not 
create man.” In other words, God 
deliberately purposefully did what 
He did because, in spite of the 
grief, a far greater good results.

“Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judge-
ments and how inscrutable his 
ways! For who has known the mind 
of the Lord, or who has been his 
counselor?” (Romans 11:33-35)
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