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The Bible makes it clear that God, as 
the greatest being in the universe, is 
a moral (not amoral) being, and that 
He is good (Psalm 100:5). The Bible 
also says that Jesus, as the Son of 
God, is the exact representation of 
the nature of Deity (Hebrews 1:3). 
Jesus declared Himself to be the light 
of the world and the truth (John 14:6). 
He told all who would follow Him,  
“You are the salt of the earth,” and 
“You are the light of the world.” He 
said, “Let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)

From the first century on, insofar as 
people and nations have followed 
Jesus and trusted God’s Word, their 
work and lives have resulted in dis-
coveries, policies, and changes that 
have left the world a better place.

The legacy of Christianity is there-
fore not just significant because it is 
good in and of itself. The legacy of 
Christianity is significant because 
it is also a powerful apologetic for 
the Christian faith. Why? How? 
Because moral goodness and great 
discoveries about how the world 
works reflect the good and orderly 
nature of the Creator. Changes for 
good in individuals and in the world are 
powerful evidences for Christian truth.

All of this becomes even more clear 
when contrasting the 
net legacy of Christ-

ianity with the net 
legacy of other world 

religions and belief 
systems. Consider the 
results of yin & yang 

amorality and rela-
tivism in Hindu lands

where caste systems, abject poverty, 
and hopelessness have marked nations 
and lives for years and years. Name 
a few hospitals and orphanages that 
were founded by atheists. What legacy 
has the prophet Mohammed, a man of 
bloodshed and war and conflict, left? 

Of course there have been times when 
Christians have also committed 
atrocities. But they have 
done so in
disobedience
to Jesus, 
the
Prince
of
Peace.

Also, such occasions have been the 
historic exception, not the rule. In con-
trast, consider a few of the specific and 
positive influences that Christian faith 
has produced over the past 2000 years.

The Christian worldview has resulted 
in • the development of capitalism and 
free enterprise • the establishment of 
major universities • literacy • respect 
and rights for women • the sanctity of 
human life which has, in turn, resulted 
in • the passing of child labor laws and 
the abolition of human slavery, self-
immolation, and cannibalism • more 
extensive civil liberties • greater travel 
and exploration • modern scientific 
discovery (e.g. Copernicus, Galileo, 
Pascal, Kepler, Newton, Faraday) • the 
development of inspirational art and 
music • the widespread proliferation 
of charitable causes (e.g. the Salvation 
Army, International Red Cross), giv-
ing, and Christian relief organizations.

If the distortions of modern liberal 
influences make you think that that 
list sounds grandiose or exaggerated, 
you need to read the resources listed

 
at the end of this article. You’ll be 
amazed at the incredibly thorough 
documentation of how Christianity 
has resulted in all these changes for 
good, and many more.

Dr. Paul L. Maier says: “No other 
religion, philosophy, teaching, na-
tion, movement . . . has so changed 
the world for the better as Christian-
ity has done.” “[Christian] faith can 
be splendidly defended on its record 
of being the most powerful agent in 
transforming society for the better 
across two thousand years since 
Jesus lived on earth.”

Dinesh D’Souza: “Christianity 
enables [humans] to become the 

better persons we want to be. 
This isn’t just morality we

made up for ourselves. We
are pursuing our higher

destiny as human beings.
We are becoming what
we were meant to be.”

Dr. Alvin J. Schmidt:
“Unlike the leaders of
other religious move-

ments, Jesus was no 
political figure . . . Yet he 
changed millions more

than Alexander the
Great, Mohammed,

and Napoleon put
together. [Those whose lives he

changed took their] stance because 
they knew that Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, did in 
fact physically and empirically rise 
from the dead. They knew that it was 
not their faith that validated Christ’s 
resurrection, as many of today’s 
theologians teach and preach, but 
that it was his physical resurrection 
that validated their faith.”
Changes for good on an individual 
or national scale ultimately reflect 
the goodness, virtue, fairness, and 
character of the one true God and 
Creator, and constitute convincing 
evidence for the Christian faith.
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