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Deity of 
Christ
by Robert Valiant
Robert Valiant works in the business world 
but has long had a passion for Christian 
apologetics and teaches on the subject 
regularly. He was appointed an AIIA 
Ministry Associate in October 2015. Bob 
lives with his wife and daughter in Chester 
NH. In 2007 he published Evidence for 
Hope, available through Amazon.com. In 
the book he cites an unexplained darkness 
that fell on the earth at the time of Jesus’ 
death on the cross as evidence for the deity 
of Christ. We asked him to elaborate.

Please give us a little back-
ground on this phenomenon.

One of the Easter miracles docu-
mented in the Bible by Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke was a three hour-
long darkness from noon to 3:00 PM
as Jesus was dying. References to 
this occurrence are found in Matthew 
27:45, Mark 15:33, and Luke 23:44. 

The fact that we have these three 
independent first century sources 
testifying about the same thing adds 
to its authenticity. But we also have 
support from non-Christian sources 
outside of the Bible. Greek historians 
and other ancient writers such as 
Pontius Pilate, Thallus, Julius Afri-
canus, Tertullian, and Phlegon also 
recorded this event.

Exactly what was written about 
the darkness by

these historians?

Phlegon was a Greek 
historian who wrote 
around AD 137: “In 

the fourth year of the 
202nd Olympiad…” 

(AD 33) there was “a great eclipse
of  the 

sun” 
and “it 

became 
night in 

the sixth
hour of
the day
so that

stars
even

appear-
ed in the

heavens.”
(The sixth

hour
equates

to our
Noon.) 

Do you see how this account confirms 
the Gospel writers’ details about the 
year and time of day it took place?! 

Another Greek writer, Thallus, wrote 
a history of that area around AD 52. 
His original text has been lost, but 
he is quoted by Julius Africanus, a 
historian who worked for the Roman 
emperor. Africanus wrote in AD 221: 
“Thallus, in the third book of his 
histories, explains away the dark-
ness as an eclipse of the sun…” 
This means that both Thallus and 
Africanus confirmed that there 
was a darkness at that time. 

So isn’t it possible or even likely 
that this darkness was simply a 
solar eclipse, just as the historian 
Phlegon evidently suggested? 

Phlegon incorrectly believed this to be 
a solar eclipse, which occurs when the 
moon goes between the earth and sun, 
to block out the sun. The reason it can-
not have been an eclipse is because 
Jesus was crucified on Passover, 
which always occurs during the full 
moon when it is on the opposite side of 
the earth, away from the sun. So there 
is no natural explanation for how this 
darkness could have occurred. Also, 
this event lasted for three hours, 

something that was attested to by 
multiple sources and which is many 
times longer than a solar eclipse, on 
average lasting about seven minutes.

Additionally, in his history, Afri-
canus corrected Thallus by stating 
that the darkness could not have 
been an eclipse, because he knew 
about the positions of the full moon, 
earth and sun during eclipses.

Would observers at the time 
have concluded that this phen-
omenon was an indication of 
the deity of Jesus?

Anyone at that time who knew 
his or her astronomy would have 
known that when the moon is full 
there could not be a solar eclipse. 
Phlegon and Matthew also 
mentioned a great earthquake 
happening at the same time, 
so the people who were present 
would have known that these 
events were miraculous, and 
that they supported Jesus’ 
claims of divinity. 

How did the darkness affect 
the crucifixion at the time? 

Not much more is written about 
this, but one of Jesus’ Roman 
executioners, in response to what 
he saw, said “Surely this was the 
son of God!” (See Matthew and 
Mark accounts; similar in Luke.)

What is the continuing 
significance of this 
strange event?

To Christians today it signifies that 
Jesus’ crucifixion was the darkest 
and most evil event in all of history, 
when Jesus bore all of our sins and 
became forsaken by God. It also 
provides further miraculous 
evidence that Jesus is the Son of 
God. The fact that we have so 
many accounts of this in an era 
where writing was not readily 
available is a huge indication of 
its importance and veracity.

Once again, God provides enough 
evidence that those who seek Him 
can find Him, but not so much that 
those who choose not to seek Him 
are coerced to do so.

AREOPAGUS

Volume 26 • No. 2 • Mar—Apr 2016
PROCLAMATION

A bimonthly thoughtletter

published by the

AIIA Institute

PO Box 262

Monson, Maine 04464

More Evidence in Defense and Confirmation of the Christian Faith


