
Who 
Believes 
What About 
Suffering?
Ten Worldviews 
Compared
compiled by Daryl E. Witmer

HINDUISM
Suffering results from bad karma 
due to wrong choices in a previous 
life. No mention of a personal God 
who enters into suffering with His 
children, or who has ever felt pain.

DAOISM or TAOISM
Evil is an inevitable component 
of the yin & yang principle in this 
world. Evil reflects an imbalance 
in this yin & yang. No mention of 
a personal God who has entered 
into suffering with His children.

MORMONISM
Suffering is an option that all peo-
ple chose in their pre-mortal state 
as a way of learning discipleship. 
Because the LDS church holds that 
Jesus was not fully God while on 
earth and that God the Father was 
not Divine when He was a man, 
Mormons cannot claim that God 
ever suffered as a God-man. And 
the “weeping God of Mormon-
ism” was not crying in pain or 
because of any personal affliction.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
Suffering and illness, while seem-
ing to be real, are really false be-
liefs or errors of mortal thought. 

Suffering can only be overcome by 
asserting the truth 

of one's being as 
an idea of God. A 
trained Christian 

Science practitioner 
may be called in to 
support a person's 

thought through  
prayerfully "knowing the truth."

But no mention of a personal God 
ever entering into human suffering.

ISLAM
Islam teaches that suffering is eith-
er punishment for sin and unbelief, 
or a test from Allah. The idea of 
Allah suffering as a man or being 
crucified as an alleged criminal is 
abhorrent to Muslims. So there is 
no room in Islamic theology for the 
doctrine of a personal God enter-
ing into suffering with believers.

HUMANISM
Humanists teach
that suffering 
typically results 
from uninform-
ed and foolish 
human beliefs, 
choices, and 
actions — such 
as religious 
views and con-
flicts. It can also 
result from un-
fortunate circumstances. The term 
evil is often avoided because of 
its religious associations. There is 
certainly no basis in the humanist 
worldview for believing that a 
personal God even exists, let 
alone suffers with His children.

JUDAISM
Some rabbis (e.g. Harold Kushner) 
hold that God is impotent when it 
comes to dealing with evil. The idea 
of an incarnate suffering Messiah 
or a personal Father God who once 
suffered on earth with His children 
is rejected by Reformed, Conserva-
tive, and Orthodox Judaism alike.

NEW AGE
Suffering is an illusory phenomen-
on that results from an unhelpful 
understanding of life and is to be 
overcome through right thinking 
and meditation. There is no basis 

for the doctrine of a personal God 
entering into human suffering.

BUDDHISM
The doctrine of suffering and how 
to deal with it is a key distinctive 
of Buddhist belief. Buddhism 
holds that suffering results from 
misguided desires and unhealthy 
attachment. Suffering can only 
be conquered by following Bud-
dhism’s eight-fold path. There is 
no basis for belief in a personal 
God who enters into suffering 
with those whom He has created.

HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY
Human suffering sometimes re-
sults from sinful behavior, direct-
ly or indirectly, or is the result of 
living in a fallen and precarious 
world. At other times suffering
is perpetrated by the devil. God

Himself might 
ordain suffer-
ing as a means 
of discipline 
and training. 
Because all 
suffering and 
evil are under 
His ultimate 
control, God 
is able to bring
good from 
what is intend-
ed for evil, and

will eventually deliver all believ-
ers from all evil. Meanwhile, in 
Jesus God has already come into 
our world as a God-man, directly 
experiencing suffering and death 
alongside us. He understands our 
pain, is moved by it (John 11:35), 
knows all of our cares (1 Pet. 5:7) 
and is uniquely able to sustain us.
”For since He Himself was tempted 
in that which He has suffered, He is 
able to come to the aid of those who 
are tempted.” (Hebrews 2:18) “For 
we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but One who has been tempt-
ed in all things as we are, yet with-
out sin. (Hebrews 4:15, NASB)
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