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How are the reported post-mort-
em sightings of Jesus any differ- 
ent from those of Elvis Presley?

Elvis “sightings” are in conflict 
with the evidence presented for 
his death—most significantly, his 
body, his occupied grave, and the 
coroner’s report. Jesus, on the 
other hand, while also publicly 
verified to be dead and buried, 
suddenly went missing. Sightings 
of a resurrected Jesus are consist-
ent with the empty tomb and rad-
ical changes in His disciples.

I’ve never heard of any claims 
that Elvis was resurrected, but 
some say that he just never died. 
Jesus revealed Himself in order 
to encourage His disciples. If 
Elvis is alive, he’s certainly not 
doing the same for his followers.  

Why should we place any more 
credibility on the accounts of the 
appearances of Jesus after His 
crucifixion than we do on the 
accounts of people seeing Big 
Foot or the Loch Ness Monster?

The evidence for Jesus’s appear-
ances is more compelling. The 
existence of Big Foot and ‘Nessie’ 
may, in fact, be true — but false 
testimony and proven hoaxes

 
have cast a shadow of un-

certainty over eye-
witness claims of 

their existence.
In contrast, the 

resurrection of Jesus 
is supported

by more than
just eyewitness 

accounts. The historical existence, 
ministry, crucifixion, and burial of 
Jesus Christ are relatively uncon-
tested. Furthermore, there is the 
conversion of thousands of first 
century deeply monotheistic Jews 
to a movement based upon a living 
Divine Jesus. Consider that Jewish 
religious leaders instigated the ex-
ecution of Jesus precisely because 
of His claim to be the Messiah. 
And all first century 
Christians placed them-
selves in a position to be
persecuted just as Jesus 
was. Many were. What 
could have fueled such 
a movement if Jesus
was not persuasively 
revealed to be alive and 
well? Even the existence 
of the Church itself is 
strong evidence for 
Jesus’s resurrection.
The Bible says that 500 
people at the same time 
saw Jesus after He died. 
Some Christian apolo-
gists claim that large 
groups wouldn’t all hallucinate 
at the same time.* But what about 
reports like those of Our Lady of 
Lourdes and Our Lady of Fatima?
Fatima and Lourdes both involved 
allegations of apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary, with many people re-
porting wonders and miracles that 
they said confirmed her visitations.
Those committed to a materialistic 
worldview have no capacity for 
spiritual experiences or miracles.  
So humanists and atheists often 
dismiss what happened at Fatima 
and Lourdes as natural occurrenc-
es with natural explanations, e.g. 
illusions, hallucinations, mass 
hysteria. For theological reasons, 
some evangelical Christians tend 
to similarly dismiss these sightings.  

But to limit Fatima and Lourdes 
to either being genuine appear-
ances of the Virgin Mary or imag-
inary hallucinations is to pose a 
false dilemma. What happened 
in both instances may well have 
been what the Bible refers to in 
2 Thessalonians 2:9 as “. . . the 
activity of Satan, with all power 
and signs and false wonders . . .”
The testimony of the 500 attest-
ed to a supernatural occurrence, 
but it cannot legitimately be com-
pared to Fatima or Lourdes be-
cause the evidence here points to 
the reality of Jesus’s physical body 
which fulfilled Bible prophesy, 
not to apparitions which did not.

But we don’t have the names of
any of the 500,
so why believe
that this large

group ever 
even really
made such 

a claim?
We actually do

know that many
followers of

Jesus died, and
were willing to

die, for their
claim to have

seen Jesus alive
after His cruci-
fixion. The rap-
id early growth

of the Church is cogent evidence. 
Big Foot may be in the woods, 
“Nessie” in the deep, and Elvis 
in Kalamazoo—but none of them 
are likely to affect you much. 
Those witnessing to Jesus being 
alive staked a claim with eternal 
ramifications for us all. A better 
question is — why should we not 
believe that they made this claim?
…………………………………..……………………………..

* “Hallucinations are individual occurrences. 
By their very nature only one person can 
see a given hallucination at a time. They 
certainly aren't something which can be seen 
by a group of people. Neither is it possible 
that one person could somehow induce an 
hallucination in somebody else. Since an 
hallucination exists only in this subjective 
personal sense it is obvious that others 
cannot witness it.” — Clinical psychologist 
Gary R. Collins, PhD, quoted by Lee Strobel 
in The Case for Easter, Zondervan © 2003, p79.
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