
I have a notebook in the drawer of my nightstand.  A hand-
written scrawl on the front cover says simply, Questions.  Inside 
are a few dozen numbered items like, “If God doesn’t change His 
mind, what do you do with Amos 7:3?”  Or, “How do you 
reconcile Mark 12:17 and Romans 14:9?”  Or, “How can 
Nehemiah claim goodness in Nehemiah 13:31 considering his 
behavior in 13:25?”  The questions end abruptly with no 
explanation, but I’ll tell you why.

The notebook is the product of the heart and mind from my mid-
twenties, a time when I no longer knew what to believe. I was 
surrounded by brilliant graduate students at an Ivy League school 
who all seemed to have reasonable explanations for why God 
existed, or didn’t; why all religions were true, or none were; or 
why fancier but more heartbreaking views like nihilism or 
solipsism were more justified.  I was utterly lost and ready to 
discard the tattered remnants of my Christian upbringing, 
especially if Christianity could not stand up to my own 
intellectual honesty.   

I was skeptical even setting foot in a church in those days.  But 
when I did, a wise pastor challenged me to read the Gospel of 
John extremely thoroughly, taking “copious notes” on the char-
acter and claims of Jesus. Thus the notebook.  Question after 
question, each one a potential reason to be forever done with 
the faith of my youth.  Yet the more I read about Jesus, about His 
power, perfection, and unconditional love, the more I wanted it 
– wanted Him – to be true.  Knowing that feelings and desire are 
never a good proxy for truth, however, I continued to fill the 
notebook with questions.  

It was around that same time that I was first introduced to the 
study of apologetics and to AIIA in particular.  It was liberating to 
discover an entire discipline devoted to addressing difficult 
questions of the Christian faith.  I began devouring works on 
apologetics, most of which you will find in AIIA’s Index of 100 
Leading Apologetics Resources (write us for a copy, or order a 
copy on our web store at http://aiiainstitute.org/store/products/
apologetics-resource-index/). I knew the questions in my note-
book did not have answers that could be definitively proven, but I 
did need answers that were reasonable and plausible.  One by 
one, I found answers that put my mind at ease, often written with 
more depth and prescience than I expected.    

My faith was salvaged because someone pointed me not to my 
own intellect or to religion but to the person of Jesus.  It is 
equally true that my faith was bolstered significantly – and my 
notebook ends abruptly – thanks to the ministry of AIIA.  It’s not 
that I no longer had questions, but the answers no longer felt like 
prerequisites to my fully embracing the God of the universe.  That 
was a fabulous feeling – a feeling supported by a much healthier 
understanding of the evidence.

That’s my story.  What’s yours?  We would love to hear it.  Do 
you have your own notebook?  Your own laundry list of questions 
that leave you somewhat unsettled inside?  A friend or 
acquaintance that is skeptical or hostile toward the Christian 
worldview?  Drop us a line; let us know how we can help.  AIIA 
is here to be a resource for you.  
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