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You’re an agnostic. 

You’re uncertain about whether God 
exists or doesn’t exist.

But just how uncertain are you in 
your uncertainty? 

Are you 50% unconvinced that God 
exists, or are you 99% unconvinced?

You believe that the existence of God 
is not currently known, but do you or 
don’t you also believe that it is not 
necessarily knowable?

In other words, what kind of an 
agnostic are you? Are you a hard, 
closed, permanent agnostic? Or are 
you a soft, open, temporal agnostic?

For the purposes of this article, and 
in order to avoid the concerns of 
ignosticism — let me clarify that, 
when I say “God,” I’m referring to 
the infinite-personal God as defined 
in the sixty-six Books of the Bible.

So — with that in place, let me 
proceed here to try to understand 
and articulate your position. 

You intend to maintain intellectual 
integrity in your worldview, right? 
You’ll follow the truth wherever it 
leads. But so far you’ve never seen 
enough evidence to warrant either 
believing, or not believing, in God. 
So you say that you take no position.

But trying to take no position is not as 
simple as it sounds, is 

it? Trying to take no 
position has left you 

open to attack and 
misunderstanding 
from believers and 
non-believers. The 

middle of the road is 
often a good place to

 get hit. And you’ve been hit with all 
sorts of accusations, from “weak-tea 
atheist” to “vacillating fence-sitter.” 
Others ridicule you with endless jokes:
• “I used to be indecisive, but now 

I’m just not sure.”
• “I’ve considered becoming an ag-

nostic for a long time, but I just can’t 
make up my mind. Or have I?”

• How many agnostics does it 
    take to screw in a light bulb?

Answer: No one knows.

Other folks infer that because 
the Greek-rooted term agnos-
tic means “without know-
ledge,” the reference is to 
the agnostic himself or 
herself, not to the case 
for belief — and so it’s 
interchangeable with 
the Latin-based term, 
ignoramus, which does 
refer to the individual.

But all that aside, and in spite of your 
sincere and honorable intentions to be 
rational and principled about these 
things, here are five challenges with 
which you must continue to reckon:

1. Your agnosticism itself requires 
faith. Woody Allen once joked: “I can't 
prove god doesn't exist; you just have 
to take it on faith.” But beyond the  
humor, there’s the reality. Even you, 
as an agnostic, must believe, i.e. that 
your skepticism is more objective and 
reasonable than that of those who do 
or don’t believe. After all, there is no 
proof for the case against faith, either. 
And even as an agnostic, you must 
deal with certain questions: How can 
you dismiss design and complexity as 
being anything less than compelling 
evidence? Since when does a lack of 
proof mean that there is no prepond-
erance of evidence, or invalidate the 
weight of that evidence?

2. Your agnosticism is quite possibly 
based on bad theology and/or bad 
theodicy. For instance, apathetic or

 
pragmatic agnosticism claims that 
“because God (if he exists) appears 
unconcerned for his creation, 
questions about his existence are 
irrelevant.” But the operative word 
there is “appears.” Cynicism, false 
teaching, and misconceptions 
routinely cloud the truth about 
who God is and how He operates.

3. Your agnosticism settles for much 
too little at much too high a cost. 
Don’t be too quick to celebrate 
uncertainty. Hung juries result in 
mistrials and injustice. In this case it 
may be you and those you most love 
who’ll pay the price. Bertrand Russell 
once said, “I would never die for my 
beliefs because I might be wrong.” 
But where there is nothing for which 
to die, is there really anything left 
for which to live? And what if the 
lack of belief is itself wrong? The 
Bible says that: “...without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that 
He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)  
When faith dies, meaninglessness 
and despair often take its place.

4. Your agnosticism might be
a way —even unwittingly— of 

avoiding accountability to God. 
Better double check your most

inner motives here. This is
very tricky ground because we are 
all rebellious and independent by 
nature, i.e. “My will be done!”

5. Your agnosticism, even if well 
intended, places you in great peril. 
To not take a position is to take a po-
sition. Jesus once said: “. . . there is 
no neutral ground. If you're not on 
my side, you're the enemy . . .”
(Luke 11:23, The Message) 

“Elijah came near to all the people 
and said, ‘How long will you hes-
itate between two opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow Him; but if 
Baal, follow him.’ But the people 
did not answer him a word.” 
(1 Kings 18:21, NASB)

Let me encourage you to take a bold 
yet reasonable, evidence-based, risk 
in faith today. Reach out to the God 
who is there. 
And then contact me for some 
specific and personal guidance at 
the telephone, address, and e-mail 
addresses listed in this publication.
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